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Saint Matthew School named Apple Distinguished School

Franklin, TN - September 30, 2024 - Saint Matthew School announced today that it has been
recognized for a second, consecutive three year term, as an Apple Distinguished School for its
innovative use of 1:1 iPad technology and other Apple tools.

Apple Distinguished Schools are centers of innovation, leadership, and educational excellence.
Schools are selected by Apple for their use of Apple technology to connect students to the
world, fuel creativity, deepen collaboration, and make learning personal. Saint Matthew is one of
only 889 schools worldwide to have received this distinction.

Technology Innovation teacher Mary Dams shared this about Saint Matthew’s program. “The
Saint Matthew School Administration, Faculty, and our Home and School Association continue
to support technological advancements within our school” she said. “This dedication has led to a
significant transformation, and an enriched tech environment that includes iPads, robotics,
coding, drawing, podcasting, and video production. Our committed teachers have skillfully
expanded their teaching methods by utilizing the wide range of technological resources at Saint
Matthew School. Students are keen to showcase their new skills through creative outlets. It is
truly a privilege to be part of this exceptional community.”

Saint Matthew School is a faith-based community rooted in its motto - ‘Seeking Knowledge,
Modeling Christ, Serving Others’. In a world with exponentially accelerating technology, the
school has equipped its students with Apple technology to develop the skills they will need to
shape their communities and to become future leaders, prepared to meet global challenges from
their Catholic roots.

Since incorporating 1:1 iPad technology, teachers have reported that students work harder, learn
deeper, stay on task better, and collaborate more. Mrs. Dams went on to say, “Personalizing
education has enhanced student performance by leveraging the diverse array of Apple tools
accessible. Through iPads, students have access to technology that empowers them to explore,
innovate, craft, and showcase their newfound knowledge in creative and collaborative ways.”



Principal Anthony Simpson said, “ Technology in the classroom has opened many doors for
students as they continue to learn and grow here at Saint Matthew School. When I walk into a
classroom and see a student flying a drone with their iPad, or programming an Ozobot to follow
a designed path, I am reminded of how intuitive and creative our students are on a daily basis. I
am sure many of them could teach me a thing or two about technology. I appreciate our
technology committee, and Mrs. Dams, as they continue to bring the best of technology to our
school. ”

Saint Matthew School is a U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School, located in
western Williamson County and serving 495 children from PK3 to 8th grade. More information
is available at www.stmatthewtn.org.


