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That is the backstory of Molly Maguire, 
current 6th grade student at SMS, who 
nominated her science teacher, Mrs. Kristina 
Tons, for this national award. Last spring, 
Molly submitted an essay writing about how 
she dreaded science and how that changed in 
fourth grade because of Mrs. Tons. “You can 
tell every day that this teacher really does love 
science and loves teaching fourth and fifth 
graders to love science too,” Molly wrote. 
Molly continued to describe the impact Mrs. 
Tons had on her in the essay stating, “I am a 
fifth-grade girl, but my teacher has empowered 
me to believe I ‘can do’ science, that I am 
good at it, and that I might just do something 
important with science in my future.”

The Mensa Education & Research 
Foundation is a philanthropic, nonprofit 
organization committed to the pursuit of 
excellence in human intelligence. Their 
focus is directed at scholarships, education 
and awards. The Mensa Foundation’s 
Distinguished Teacher Award annually 
recognizes a teacher, professor, or instructor 
at any educational level who has had an 
especially positive influence on the education 
or life of a Mensa member. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Kristina Tons, the 
2021 Mensa Distinguished Teacher Award 
recipient and first Catholic educator to receive 
this prestigious award! The winning teacher 
and the essay writer are invited to the Mensa 
Foundation President’s reception at the Annual 
Gathering which will be held in Nevada, July 
2022. The teacher receives a plaque and cash 
donation, and the teacher’s school district 
receives a plaque. “It is an absolute honor to 
receive this award and know I have touched 
the life of one of my students,” Tons said. “It 
is truly a gift when I see science come to life 
for my students. It has always been my goal 
as a teacher to inspire my students by creating 
fun and meaningful lessons. I hope to instill a 
lifelong love of learning for the students in my 
classroom.” says Mrs. Tons.

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER
+ + +

With students growing and changing, every semester 
is unique. Never in my time as a Catholic administrator 
have outside factors influenced the operations of the 
school. This semester, the school not only dealt with 
the continued global pandemic, but also the growing 
tensions within our school and local community. 
Despite all that was endured during the last five months, 
Saint Matthew School was able to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for students to grow and learn 
about their faith. The faculty, staff, and students always 
rose above the issues and exceeded expectations in the 
classroom and in the community. 

The school celebrated the accomplishment of being 
named an Apple Distinguished School and the winner 
of the Diocese of Nashville’s STREAM Award. While 
the recognition is deserved, the journey itself and 
accompanying growth are the real rewards. 

We also continued our commitment to service 
with the Service Retreat at Camp Marymount. Also, 
for the first time, a group of 8th graders served in the 
Appalachian region of Tennessee, bringing food to 

families for Thanksgiving. The school has also made 
the commitment to dedicate a faculty member as a 
Service Learning Coordinator. Mrs. Paulus will remain 
in the classroom, but has agreed to become the school’s 
first Service Learning Coordinator.

The school continued the Floating Rosary for Life in 
October. The first grade students gave their saint reports. 
Family adoration returned in December of this year. There 
are other great things happening on Sneed Road but too 
many to cover in one magazine edition. Finally, the school 
has returned to in-person liturgies. There is a great deal 
to celebrate and be thankful for as we begin the calendar 
year of 2022. The semester was not what was expected, 
but it provided our community the opportunity to joyfully 
celebrate each day we were together. 

Yours in Christ,

Tim Forbes
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nominate her science teacher for The Mensa Foundation’s Distinguished Teacher Award. 

MENSADistinguished Teacher Award

@stmatthewschooltn



3
+ + +

WWW.STMATTHEWTN.ORG/SCHOOL

Confetti filled the gym on October 29, 2021 as Saint Matthew School 
celebrated becoming an Apple Distinguished School! Bishop J. 
Mark Spalding, Father Mark Sappenfield, field representatives 

from Senators Bill Haggerty and Marsha Blackburn’s office—Braden 
Stover and Stevie Giorno and our Apple representatives Brittney Rowlett 
& Robert Garrett were in attendance as we received our plaque and banner. 
They enjoyed visiting ‘Innovation Stations’ around the gym, hosted by 
SMS students, which exhibited the applied technology we are using in 
the classrooms. Following the event, several 8th graders interviewed our 
guests using Padcaster, an iPad teleprompter broadcasting system - again, 
exhibiting the technology our students are learning.

HOW DID WE GET HERE? 

Getting to this point has been a growing process guided by our 
technology team, Mrs. Dams & Mrs. Spiegl. According to our Technology 
Director, Dawn Spiegl, “When we got our first iPad we knew we didn’t 
want the iPad to just replace an encyclopedia and notepad. We wanted 
to evolve teaching and learning with them.” Mrs. Dams, our Technology 
Integrationist, held training sessions for teachers to start using the iPad 
in their educational lessons. This progressed to a conversation with our 
Apple representative who helped guide us to the ADS program. An 
Innovator group was formed adding teachers from all grade levels to 
write the story of Saint Matthew for the nomination. “Since then we have 
found this group to be an invaluable tool for sharing and spreading best 
practices.” says Spiegl. SMS is one of only 703 schools in the world to 
receive this honor. 

WHAT EXACTLY DOES THIS MEAN FOR SMS? 

We have become a culture of continuous innovation! With the use of 
Apple products such as iPad and Mac, school leaders have established 
elements for continuous innovation. The use of resources available through 
Apple and professional development help us cultivate an environment in 
which students are excited and curious about learning.

WHAT’S NEXT? 

As for where we go from here, “in an ever-changing world, we will 
continue to equip our students with the technologies they need to continue 
to learn, create and collaborate at the highest level. Our staff will also 
continue their professional development and integrate curriculum and 
technology for the best learning experiences and outcomes for all our 
students.” says Mary Dams, Innovation Specialist.

For more information on our Apple Distinguished School award and 
to see the ADS technology story we submitted, visit the school website at 
www.stmatthewtn.org/school/
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IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE
COVER STORY

+ + +

Recognized for continuous innovation in
learning, teaching, and the school environment

2021–2024

St. Matthew School

Apple Distinguished School
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Many class events, projects, field trips, and assignments 
have evolved, upgraded, improved and even 

changed at Saint Matthew School since our opening in 
2001. However, some events have become special SMS 
traditions. As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Saint 
Matthew School, these traditions are highlighted and still 
fondly regarded by students past and present.

Then & Now

SMS TRADITIONS
+ + +

THE HERMITAGE FIELD TRIP/JR. DOCENT PROGRAM - 4TH GRADE

ALL SAINTS DAY - 1ST GRADE

PUMPKIN GLOBES - 3RD GRADE

CAMP MARYMOUNT - 8TH GRADE

APPLE PIE DAY- 2ND GRADE

JOHNNY APPLESEED DAY - KINDERGARTEN

     2008

     2008

     2004      2001

     2005

     2021

     2007      2021

     2021

     2018

     2021

     2021

     2021      2021

     2021
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VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

At the end of the regular season, the SMS 
Lions proved to be one of the top teams in 
their conference. The ladies defeated Saint 
Rose in their first tournament game to advance 
to the semifinals against Saint Bernard 
Academy. The Lady Lions took the talented 
Bears to 3 sets, but ultimately fell just short 
in a thriller. The Lions finished their season in 
3rd place in the Diocesan Athletic Conference 
tournament, defeating Christ the King in the 
consolation game. The 2021 Varsity Volleyball 
team was coached by Julie McWright, Colleen 
Thomas, and Tami Foster.

JV VOLLEYBALL

The ladies had a great regular season 
and entered the Diocesan Tournament as a 
number 3-seed. The ladies came from behind 
and defeated St. Rose in the semifinals to 
advance to the championship game to take 
on the #1 seeded St. Henry Tigers. After 
splitting the first two sets, SMS and SHS 
entered a third set to decide the champion. 
Saint Henry jumped ahead by a large margin, 
but the Lady Lions fought back and again 
came from behind to defeat our rivals and be 
crowned champions. This is only the second 
SMS JV Volleyball team to win a DAC 
championship - Congratulations Lady Lions! 
The 2021 Junior Varsity Volleyball team was 
coached by Emma Oehlrich (‘18) and Sophie 
McFerrin.

CROSS COUNTRY

The accolades racked up for the SMS cross 
country teams. Both boys and girls varsity 
teams placed 2nd in the Diocesan league. The 
next stop was regionals, where the varsity girls 
team took 1st place and the boys team 2nd. 
The season wrapped up at the Middle School 
State Championship in Knoxville. The varsity 
girls finished with 2 in the top 10 - Lydia 
Brunner and Libby Helmer, while the boys top 
10 finisher was CJ Cavalo. 

K-5 had a banner year with 94 runners! 
The season kicked off with the first ever Lion 
Dash on Saint Matthew’s campus. The 3rd-
5th grade team had an impressive postseason, 
competing in the regional championship 
with the girls and boys taking home first and 
second place, respectively. They also earned 
a trip to state where our elementary JV boys 
finished 2nd.

The K-8 Cross Country teams were coached 
by Rachel Bradley (K-2), Scott Bradley (3-5), 
and Stacy Brunner (6-8). 

ATHLETICS
+ + +

 VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

 GEORGE FISCH

 VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY

 JUNIOR VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

WHITE LION AWARD
+ + +

Meet our newest White Lion, 
2nd grader, Noah Julkenbeck! The White Lion 

Award is awarded to a student who performs outstanding 
service, perseverance and spirit, and/or courageous life 
saving acts.

On the night of June 22nd, 2021, Noah was lying in bed and heard a 
“weird” sound. He got out of bed, looked out of the window, and saw 
smoke coming from the neighbor’s house across the street (the sound 
was the neighbor’s smoke detectors and alarms going off - a sound that 
Noah’s parents could not hear from where they were inside their house). 
Other people in the neighborhood had seen the smoke and initially 
thought that it was coming from a grill, but Noah recognized that 
something was wrong. He ran downstairs as fast as he could to tell his 
mom and step-dad that the neighbor’s house was on fire and they needed 
to help. His mom, an ICU nurse and step-dad, Battalion Chief for their 
local fire department, sprang into action and ran across the street to help. 
Their neighbor was attempting to control the fire by himself. His step-
dad called his station for help and started working on the fire while his 
mom took care of their neighbor.

Within minutes, the fire was billowing out of the windows and caused 
extensive damage to the neighbor’s house. Thanks to Noah’s recognition and 
alerting his family to the danger, their neighbor was not injured in the fire. 

On July 4th, 2021, Noah was recognized for his heroic action and quick 
thinking and was made an honorary “Junior Firefighter” by the Burns 
Fire Department, an honor bestowed upon him by his very own step-
dad, Kyle Fuqua. Noah’s family is beyond proud of him! He stood at the 
doorway and watched for hours as the fire crew worked to put the fire out, 
concerned for the safety and well being of their neighbor. 

Their neighbor, who has been quite sick with cancer, was very 
thankful for Noah and his heroic actions that night and for ensuring that 
he received the prompt help that he needed. Noah was proud to help 
another cancer survivor, which has special meaning to him since his 
older brother, Braxton, passed away from brain cancer in May of 2019. 
Braxton would be proud of his little brother, as his SMS family is also! 

Noah Julkenbeck

WHITE
LION
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Burke
John & Cindy Burns
Mr. & Mrs. John Camaione
Mr. & Mrs. John Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Carroll
Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Christeson
Brett & Kara Clark
Arthus James & Judith Cramer
Davis Family Trust
Bruce D. & Pat Dawson
Mr. & Mrs. Berton Dinkins
Manus & Ruthann Donahue
Michele & Gary Donnelly Jr.
Anonymous
John & Debbie Dooling
Dr. & Mrs. Ryan Doster
Stevan & Vicky Ecken
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Forbes
Mrs. Gilbert Fuentes
Rob & Jenny Garland
Jeff & Heather Gawronski
Mr. & Mrs. Marv Gorman
Anonymous
Terri Graves
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hagan
Mrs. Susan Hawkins
Mrs. Angela Helffenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Holm
Mack & Brenda Holt
Donna Hummell
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Jarreau
Charlotte Keeney
Andy & Kathleen Knapper
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Lawson
Mrs. Gerrilu Linton
Thomas & Marla Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mascari
Mrs. Joan McGranaghan
Mr. Kevin Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Bennett Monceaux
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Mulloy
Mr. & Mrs. James O’Dowd
Anonymous
Randy & Theresa Olswing
Kevin Pickel
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Proctor
Woody & Rebecca Ratterman, III
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rech
Ms. Cathy Rice
Mrs. Patricia Richards
Dr. & Mrs. Jason Riesinger
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Wendall Ruppaner
Brandon & April Ryan
Annette Sastry
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Schiller
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Schoeplein
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Schwartz 
Stephen & Gina Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Scott

Richard & Kathleen Sellers
Anna Garfinkle Sheesley
Larry Sodokoff
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Spence
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stocker
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Stricker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sudderth
Mr. & Mrs. William Sullivan
Al & Kathy Tarolli
Andrew & Kathryn Tharp
Mr. & Mrs. David Thombs
Dan & Kristina Tons
Mr. & Mrs. Trailov
Andrew Tsui & Rose Law
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Tuerff
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Tuerff
Matthew & Anne Margaret 

Weishaar
Russell & Kathy Whitney

BLUE & WHITE CIRCLE - UP TO $99

Mr. & Mrs. John Albamont
John & Shirley Anderson
Hugo & Ana Haggar Arias
Dave & Pam Becker
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Brodoski
Roger & Glenda Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Buckley
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cassidy
Jason & Michelle Cohn
Ms. Elizabeth Crow
Paul & Mary Dams
Junamel Diaz
Easler Family
Joshua Edmondson
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Figgatt
Mr. & Mrs. James Finnegan
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Fisch
William Garten
Ms. Patty Gentile
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Guiao
Brennan Hale
Ms. Mandy Hayden
David & Laura Holderman
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hubbuch
Anonymous
George Kerdahi
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Labbe
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Lampley
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Landrum
John Langdon
Jason & Amy Larkin
Melissa & Michael Lord 
Katherine Marx
Bob and Kathleen McAleer
Jon McWright
Sondra Morgan
Mr. Jack Myers
Mrs. Peggy Omohundro
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Orlich
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Perryman
Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Powell
Brian Price
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Renaldi
Mr. Andrew Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rudman
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Sawyer
Gene Schwartz
David Scott
Drew Sloan
Kaitlin Sloan
Thomas Sloan
Robert Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Sowa
Ms. Christi Spain
Mrs. Dawn Spiegl
Cory & Mary Starr
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sweeney
Gina-Marie Tarolli
Albert & Linda Valiquette
Phil & Brenda Walsh
Ms. Cristina Wilson
Thomas & Janet Wojcik

MANE EVENT 
SPONSORS 2021
Thank you to our sponsors 
for Mane Event 2021. We are 
also grateful to the numerous 
individuals, families and businesses 
that donated items for our auction. 

DIAMOND PRESENTING PACKAGE 

$6000

Coyne Oral Surgery

PLATINUM PACKAGE $3500

Donnelly and Timmons Custom 
Builders

Hyundai of Cool Springs
Nissan of Cool Springs

GOLD PACKAGE  $2000

The Bohn Family
Tennsco
Hold Construction Group
Hiller Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 

Electrical

SILVER PACKAGE $1500

Bluwave
Father Ryan High School
Primrose Schools
St. Cecilia Academy

BRONZE PACKAGE $1000

Fast Signs
M3 Technology Group
David Wicness, DMD

BLUE & WHITE PACKAGE $500

Ace Hart Hardware
JB&B Capital
LSI
Meridian Law
SFM Facility Management and 

Maintenance
Tami Siedlecki, Real Estate
The Smyth Family

FRIENDS OF SMS

Adams and Seaton Pediatric 
Dentistry

The Bach Family
The Davidson Family
The Dean Family
The Flynn Family
The Hagan Family
The Lampe Family
The Lindell Family
The Mruckowski Family
Old Harding Pediatrics
The Proctor Family
The Ravin Family
The Shea Family
Subway
Walker Lumber and Hardware

The donors listed here have made gifts 
to Saint Matthew and/or participated 
in our fundraising events between 
July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. 
Pledges will be recognized as they are 
completed. Please accept our sincere 
apologies for any inadvertent omissions. 

ANNUAL FUND DONORS 
7/1/20-6/30/21

FATHER LU SOCIETY $5,000 - $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Antonini
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Barretto
Mark & Meredith Oxborough

2001 FOUNDERS CIRCLE $1,000 - 

$4,999

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Antonini
Scott & Rachel Bradley
Frank & Diane Caruso
Mr. & Mrs. James Charron
Mr. & Mrs. James Clayton lll
Angela & William Coleman Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Connor
Mrs. Elizabeth Daniels-Atchley
Michael W. & Kathleen Davis
John Donnelly
Garry & Brenda Floeter
John & Lisa Gaburick
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Harms
Joan Hazelwood
Steven & Leslie Holman
Chris & Leslie Holt
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Howerton
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Knapp
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Langdon
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Lawson
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. John Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Mooney
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Mruczkowski
John & Katia Oschwald
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Rafoth
Carl & Alison Ravin
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Reusch
Mr & Mrs Adam Richter
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sloan, Jr. 

PRIDE CIRCLE $500 - $999

Stephen & Jill Bachus
David & Marion Burton
Robert & Cherie Chapski
Mr & Mrs Leo Chau 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Cuffe
Tracey Doering
John & Pam Feuerbacher
Mr. & Mrs. James Flynn
Barbara Forbes
David & Carrie Garfinkle
Family of Scott R. Garrett
Mr. & Mrs. Jarrod Hailey
Marilyn Hartz
Brian & Kalyn Huckemeyer
Beverly Hultman-Russell
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Kelley
Mr. & Mrs.William Kiessling

Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Kingston
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ledieu
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Maguire
Mr. & Mrs. John Massey
Ms. Sheila McNeeley
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Nunn
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Peters
Darren & Susan Rider
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Shepard
Tom and Wendy Shumate
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Spalding
Mr. Tychon Tabernik
Dr. & Mrs. John Thomas
Andrew & Holly Tyrer

SNEED ROAD CIRCLE $250 - $499

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Butkerait
Peter & Patricia Ann Coyne
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Davis
Ms. Ellen DiLorenzo
Anonymous
Linda Ellingwood
John F. & Natalie Gaburick
Anonymous
Robert & Janet Gwinn
Billy & Lauren Haley
Dr. & Mrs. Weston Hobgood
Ty & Angela Hultman
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kelsey
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lampe
Michael & Brenda Lord
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Meservy
James & Eda Sue Mills
Mr. & Mrs. James Newman
Dr. Adelaide Nicholson
Brett & Kelly Paulus
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Puryear
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Barney Schulte
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Shaw
John & Tami Siedlecki
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Stack
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Steward
Mr. Daniel Stigliano

FRIENDS OF SMS CIRCLE $100 - 249

Mr. & Mrs. Damon Abaray
Mark & Ginger Abolins
In the Names of Mia Spence & 

Aubrey Spence
Mr. & Mrs. James Allegretti
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Anders
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Bartkowiak
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Beavin
Mr. & Mrs. David Becker
Mr. & Mrs. James Beem
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bellante
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brunner
Ms. Mary Jane Brunner
Marc and Mavis Bulger

THANK YOU DONORS!
+ + +

The 2021-22 Annual Fund campaign is underway! 
Our goal this year is to raise $130,000 and we need 

your support to make this possible! The SMS Annual 
Fund provides experiences for our students beyond what 
tuition alone can provide. Your contributions provide 
technology enhancements, ongoing training for faculty, 
co-curricular opportunities for our students, expanded 
fine arts opportunities, and more!

ANNUAL FUND GIVING LEVELS

>$10,000 Saint Matthew Society

$5,000-$9,999 Father Lu Society

$1,000 - $4,999 2001 Founders Circle

$500 - $999 Pride Circle

$250 - $499 Sneed Road Circle

$100 - $249 Friends of SMS Circle

Up to $99 Blue & White Circle

To donate to the Annual Fund, visit www.stmatthewtn.org/school/
support/ and click the gold ‘GIVE’ button. Or, you can mail a check, 
payable to “Saint Matthew Annual Fund” to 533 Sneed Road West, 
Franklin, TN 37069, ATTN: Lori Bellante. Thank you in advance for your 
willingness to #SayYestoSMS. 

Annual Fund

Thank you to all who donate in other ways to SMS, such as our 
endowment fund, tuition assistance, and school operations donors.  
We are humbled by your support for our students and our community.  

“
”

Saint Matthew School is more than just a school, it is a 
family.  For 10 years, our children have been loved and 
supported in all aspects of their school life.  Through 
the SMS Annual Fund, donations of any size will directly 
impact all students in our community, allowing SMS to 
continue to fulfill their mission and help guide students 
on their path to sainthood.
 — PAT AND KATIE HAGAN 
  PARENTS OF CATLIN (SMS ‘21) AND CAMPBELL (7TH)

“

”

Grandchildren provide the most precious experiences in our 
lives and in our hearts. Knowing those children are receiving an 
education that focuses on faith (led by the strong role models 
of Mr. Forbes and his teachers) AND ensures the foundational 
subjects are extremely well taught, AND fosters creativity and 
innovative thinking, along with a solid technology exposure - 
helps us sleep well at night. We value that SMS encourages 
children to aspire to excellence, while looking to God for 
support. As a bonus, as grandparents we always feel welcome 
and appreciate being included in a variety of activities of the 
SMS community. 
 — PAULA & BILL ANTONINI 
  GRANDPARENTS OF MARY, CLASS OF 2023
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY
+ + +

Come Lord, Jesus! (CLJ!) is a program, 
organized by middle school religion teacher, 
Monica Kelsey. It is designed to unify our 
middle school students to God and each 
other. The format is small spirituality groups 
consisting of 5-6 students, facilitated by 
members of our Saint Matthew community. 
Our leaders range from grandparents and 
church members to faculty and staff, who help 
the students digest the gospel for the upcoming 
Sunday and discuss how each student can live 
out that Gospel in his or her middle school life. 
Over the last 4 years we have expanded our 
program to all 6th, 7th and 8th grade students, 
forming 30 total groups.

The weekend before Thanksgiving, 
16 eighth grade students and 8 

Saint Matthew staff members signed 
up to go on Saint Matthew’s first 
out of town mission trip. We teamed 
up with Greg Armstrong, founder of 
Run4Water and highschool teacher 
of a Leadership class at Friendship 
Christian Academy in Lebanon, TN. 
His students led us in serving others 
in Sneedville, TN. 

Why Sneedville? Sneedville is a small city 
with a population of about 1,400 people located 
in the north eastern corner of Tennessee. It has 
one of the lowest per-capita incomes of any 
city in the United States. Most people in the 
area earn less than $13,000 per year, and 36% 
of the population lives below the poverty line. 
The city is small and surrounded on all sides 
by extremely mountainous terrain. Jobs are 
hard to come by in the town, so most receive 
government assistance. 

Saint Matthew students helped deliver 
Thanksgiving dinners for families in need. 
The Friendship Academy students met 
with Sneedville families in advance to plan 
personalized meals with ingredients for each 
family’s Thanksgiving traditions. Our students 
filled tubs with food from each request and 
helped deliver them to their homes where 
families could then prepare their own meals. 
When making the delivery, our students had 
opportunities to bless food, read scripture 
verses and share conversations with the 
families. They saw first hand the immense 
gratitude for basic things like running water 
and garbage pick up, sang songs with a father 
and son in hospice, played and laughed with 
children, spent time listening and sharing 
stories with lonely elderly residents, and 
shared many other impactful experiences.

“My trip to Sneedville was 
absolutely incredible. Going 
into the family’s homes, 
getting to talk to them, and 
seeing how grateful they 
were for the company and the 
Thanksgiving food we gave 
them was something I have 
never experienced before. I’m 
so thankful I could go and 
can’t wait for other people to 
have a similar experience.” 

—Mary Nunn ‘22

“I’ve been working with the 
rescue squad for five years, but 
you guys have done so much 

more good for the community 
and I am so grateful for that.” 

—Tony Seal, a Sneedville resident  

(submitted by Aidan Stricker ‘22)

SAINT MATTHEW SCHOOL PAY IT FORWARD

For the 20th anniversary of September 11th, 
Saint Matthew joined a national movement 
led by the non-profit, Pay It Forward 9/11. To 
honor the lives lost on that day in our history, 
Pay it Forward 9/11 set a goal of collecting 
20,000 good deeds. SMS joined others from 
around the country to contribute our good 
deeds to meet this goal. 

Saint Matthew students watched the ripple 
effects as they collectively, as a school, logged 
acts of kindness or pay it forward deeds they 
contributed onto a paper star. All stars were 
arranged to make an American flag mural in the school’s hallway.

Each grade participated with additional acts of kindness as a class such as a paper chain of kind 
words in Pre-K through 2nd grade (which some are continuing throughout the school year). Other 
classes wrote letters to first responders, made prayer cards for one of our maintenance employees 
in need, or left letters for religious ed students. Spanish classes posted kind words in Spanish in the 
hallway. The 3rd - 8th grade students watched a Zoom video with 9/11 survivor, Jeanette Gutierrez, 
also a board member of the Pay It Forward 9/11 organization. Classes spent time afterwards talking 
about her message; finding the positive in that day (9/11) and ways they can spread kindness to their 
community. Middle school students wrote notes in religion class and handed them out to neighbors, 
restaurant & grocery workers, firemen, policemen and even referees at soccer games. 

Students were also encouraged to do random acts of kindness with their families and in the 
community over the 9/11 weekend. Classes reconvened on Monday and discussed the feeling of 
being kind and how the ripple effect happens. 

Paying It Forward

COME LORD JESUS!
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people had with how little 
they had changed the way 
I look at this world.” 

—Luke Rech ‘22
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FACULTY WEDDING

1. Our SMS 6th grade Social 
Studies teacher, Sarah Bossung 
married Andrew Therrien, on 
June 19th, 2021. 
 
NEW FACULTY

2. Colleen Metzger
No surprise that our new art 
teacher, Colleen Metzger, loves 
to spend her free time engaging 
in her favorite hobby - ART. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Metzger, 
as she will have one of her pieces 
exhibited at the Frist Center 
this Spring in a show featuring 
Nashville Art Educators! 

Morgan Williams (not pictured)
Welcome to our new kindergarten 
teacher, Morgan Williams. She 
is a UT grad and fan of UT 
football. She loves teaching 
because, “There is so much 
magic watching children grow 
over the course of the school 
year. I love celebrating their 
successes, and giving them hugs 
on days that are hard. It is all 
about building relationships with 
children and helping them grow.”  

3. Angela Bacaling
Second grade is roaring with 
pride to welcome Angela 
Bacaling. Interesting facts about 

Miss Bacaling include that she 
served as a FOCUS missionary, 
enjoys baking, her favorite food 
is tacos and favorite movie is 
UP. She is enjoying teaching 
at Saint Matthew because “I 
love witnessing others growing 
and discovering the truth about 
themselves and the world.”

4. Michael La Haie
Mr. La Haie brings another level 
of fun and dynamic teaching to 
SMS. He has been in Catholic 
education for over 20 years. 
He says he believes he was 
called to work with children 
and share his faith and love 
of learning. Besides the great 
accomplishment of tenure, his 
other proudest achievements 
are his family, his son Andrew, 
daughter Sara, and marriage of 
32 years to his wife, Mary. 

Kellie Carson (not pictured)
In our middle school hallway, Saint 
Matthew School would like to 
welcome our new science teacher, 
Mrs. Kellie Carson. She came to 
us from Hillsboro High School 
where she taught science, and she 
is also completing her Masters of 
Education at Vanderbilt University. 
She is married with a daughter, 
Sarah, who is a freshman at St. 
Cecilia Academy. 

NEW PRE-K TEACHERS

5. Mandy Rogers
Mrs. Rogers is a familiar face 
as she often subbed at SMS last 
year. “The privilege to guide our 
little ones to learn and grow is 
so beautiful.” says Rogers. Her 
family is also no stranger to the 
school, with her 2 sisters are 
SMS alumni (Maggie Morales 
‘07 and Mackenzie Morales ‘ 
09). Her daughter, Olivia, started 
in SMS pre-K and is now in 
1st grade. Mandy enjoys yoga, 
hiking and exercise. 

6. Tiffany Hoyt 
Mrs. Tiffany Hoyt is an outdoor 
enthusiast enjoying tennis, 
running, snow and water skiing. 
Her proudest achievement is 
running in the Boston Marathon! 
Mrs. Hoyt will certainly use that 
energy as one of our new Pre-K 
teachers. “I love how generous 
the parents are at SMS, always 
willing to give and I love how 
teachers are appreciated at Saint 
Matthew” says Hoyt.

7. Rachel Wickness
Mrs. Wickness is a mother of 
3 girls, and was a stay at home 
mom for 13 years. As a teacher 
on our Pre-K team, she says she 
“loves watching children learn 
new skills and make friends. The 

joy they show when they learn is 
priceless!” Fun facts about Mrs. 
Wickness are that her favorite 
food is sushi, she is a Preds and 
St. Louis Cardinals fan.

NEW STAFF

8. Father Tran
We are excited to welcome our 
new Associate Pastor, Father 
Tran. He comes to us from St. 
Joseph in Madison. You will see 
him at many sporting events 
and of course sharing Mass with 
us. “I love to spend time with 
children so they know that priests 
are cool and fun to be around. I 
want them to know that I make 
myself available for kids to go 
to confession without fear or 
shame.” Photo of Father Tran 
was taken after the 6th grade 
Business Fair where he was their 
#1 customer including his new 
pet rock on wheels!

9. Tracy Becker
The Advancement office added 
Tracy Becker to the team. Tracy 
is mom to 3 SMS alumni, Cole 
‘18, Charlie ‘20, and Gracyn ‘21. 
You can probably find her on a 
football or soccer field cheering 
them on in her spare time. 
She loves anything outdoors, 
especially the mountains. Halle Perryman - (’11) Physical Therapy - Halle Perryman is working towards her doctor of 

physical therapy degree at the University of TN health sciences center.

Reagan Hummel (’13) is finishing her first year 
of grad school working on her doctor of physical 
therapy degree from the University of Evansville. 

Camille Marsden Hayden (’07) is an 
Occupational Therapist at Vanderbilt 
Hospital.

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.
—Psalm 30:3

SMS would like to highlight alumni healthcare therapy heroes. These former 
SMS students continue to “serve others” in the medical fields of therapy 

(physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, etc.) Therapists help 
patients develop, recover and improve in regards to various conditions. Thank 
you for your service to the community!

MEDICAL ALUMNI
+ + +

FACULTY NEWS
+ + +

Cecilia Moore (’11) earned a masters 
degree in Speech Language Pathology from 
Purdue University and is working at Jordan 
Elementary School and St. Thomas West.

Katy Cassidy (’12) is working toward a 
masters degree in Speech Language Pathology 
at the University of Memphis.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9



Mary Husmann - National Merit Semi-
finalist - Harpeth Hall

Marie Forbes - National Merit Commended 
Scholar, Homecoming Queen - Father Ryan

Isabel Leonard - National Merit Semi-finalist 
- St. Cecilia Academy

Marie Derrick - Homecoming court -  
Father Ryan

ALUMNI NEWS
+ + +

ALUMNI ATHLETES
+ + +

Libby Allen - gymnastics - Southern 
Connecticut State University

Nicholas Beem - cross country - Rhodes 
College

Blake Bostelman - football - The Catholic 
University of America 

Grace Forbes - cross country -Spring Hill 
College

Hannah Neilsen - swimming - Boston 
College

Jackson Ryan - baseball - Christian Brothers 
University

Will Stacey- cross country - The University of 
the South

Kelly Tuerff - women’s soccer - University of 
Tennessee Chattanooga

Congratulations to these students from SMS class of 2017 who 
have continued their sport at the collegiate level.
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Attention  
SMS Alumni:

Want to help with reunions? Gathering 
class news and photos? Coach a sport? 
Write an article for the future editions 

of the magazine? We’d love to have you! 
Email Advancement@stmatthewtn.org 
to volunteer. You can also include your 

interest when you register on our website. 

     ISABEL LEONARD 

     MARY HUSMANN 

     MARIE DERRICK      MARIE FORBES

mailto:Advancement@stmatthewtn.org
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Baby - Molly Schiller Jeter (’07) - baby Henry 
“Hank” Wells Jeter was born 11/4/21.

Baby - Camille Marsden Heider (’07) - baby 
Violet Louise was born August 5, 2021.

Wedding - Sarah Arms (’11) wed Andrew 
Neal in November 2021.

ALUMNI BABIES & WEDDINGS
+ + +

Parker (Williams) Bohn ’07 

Parker (Williams) Bohn (’07) has this advice for our current students, “Enjoy every moment at St. Matthew. 
Looking back on it, they were the best days. I met my best friend at SMS and I was the Matron of Honor 
at her wedding. Now, my child is a Lion Cub and it’s amazing to see her grow with the same teachers who 

paved the way for me. Transitioning to high school will be a new experience, but don’t let the relationships from 
SMS go. It’s an amazing community and I am proud to be an SMS graduate, and now I am an SMS parent! GO 
LIONS!” Some of her fond memories from SMS include the 8th grade trip to Windy Gap and being a part of 
volleyball and cheerleading. Parker claims that “serving others” is the part of the SMS motto that has impacted 
her the most. “Serving others is something incredibly important to me. It taught me to give back to those in need. 
I work closely with St. Jude to donate and fundraise for children with cancer.”

Camile (Marsden) Heider ’07 

Camille (Marsden) Heider (‘07) is employed at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric 
Occupational Therapist. While attending SMS, she participated in volleyball and cross country, with 
her dad (Dr. Mark Marsden) coaching the CC team. A SMS highlight for her was when the girls team 

won the CC championship! Camille says, “Seeking Knowledge” has impacted my life the most. St. Matthew 
fostered my love of learning which greatly contributed to my desire to pursue higher education and provided 
me with the foundational skills needed to succeed in academics.” Her advice for our current students is 
“Embrace the motto. This many years later I am still striving to live by those words!”

Anna Marsden ’07 

Anna Marsden (‘07) graduated from Louisiana State University in Communication Studies and 
received her Masters degree from University of North Texas, Center for Learning Experimentation, 
Application, and Research. She recently moved back to Nashville to rejoin her twin sister, Camille 

and is an instructional designer for Emeritus. The motto “Seeking Knowledge” is important to Anna, “Saint 
Matthew helped instill in me the desire to be a lifelong learner.” Her favorite SMS memory is Mrs. Magness 
standing outside to greet each student every day and shaving Coach Peter’s head after winning the cross 
country championship. Anna’s advice for current students is to “be kind to your peers and yourself as you 
learn and grow.”

Christian LeFeve ’07 

Christian LeFeve (‘07) is a product owner at Mede Analytics. He and his wife, Shannon, live in 
Nashville and are expecting a baby soon. Christian has continued living the Saint Matthew motto 
“serving others’’ by volunteering as a coach for the SMS golf team since 2017. When he was a SMS 

student, he was a leader on the golf team, coached by his father, Dave LaFeve. Following in his father’s 
footsteps, Christian has helped coach the golf team to a DAC championship. His advice for our current 
students, “Have fun! Try not to stress too much about the little things. Surround yourself with people and 
friends who make you a better person.”

Attention Parents of SMS Alumni:
If your son or daughter has moved from your home, please contact  

Lori Bellante at lbellante@stmatthewtn.org with his/her current address.  
We’d love to keep in touch with them.

CLASS OF 2007
+ + +

Where Are They Now?

Baby -Parker Williams Bohn (’07) - baby Jude 
Bohn was born March 2021.

Baby - Olivia Lampley King (’11) - baby 
Emilia Carmen King was born 7/20/21. 

Wedding - Nicole DeRoche (’10) wed Brian 
Salvie in Manchester, NH on Oct. 30, 2021.

OTHER ALUMNI NEWS:

SMS alumni and Air Force Captains E.J Hinlo (’08) and Rachel (Duff) 
Burmester (’08) attended Squadron Officer School, an advanced 
leadership course, at Maxwell Air Force Base, AL from November-
December 2021. It was the first time they had seen each other in 8 
years; previously, they ran into each other at the Notre Dame-Air 
Force Academy football game where their teams met on the field. To 
Hinlo’s delight, Notre Dame was victorious that day!
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Have you remembered SMS in your will? 
See the school website for more information.
https://www.stmatthewtn.org/school/support
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T H E  C H E S S  C L U B  R E T U R N S  T H I S  Y E A R  W I T H  O V E R  3 0  M E M B E R S

Jan. 31 - Feb. 4  Catholic Schools Week:  

Tuesday - Service Day

Wednesday - All Schools Mass

Thursday - White Out

Friday - Variety Show

Feb. 12 - Mane Event

Mar. 14-18 - Spring Break

Mar. 21 - change to  

spring uniforms


