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PARISH INFORMATION
CONTACT US:

535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

info@stmatthewtn.org

(615) 646-0378

www.stmatthewtn.org

@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Justin Raines

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Father Tien Tran

DEACONS:
Bill Forte & James Grossheim

Rejoice!
“FOR TODAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID, A SAVIOR HAS 
BEEN BORN FOR YOU WHO IS CHRIST AND LORD.”

NORMAL WEEKLY SCHEDULE
MASS

Mon., Tue., Thu., and Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.) 

Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m. 

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.
*See pgs. 6&7 for changes through Jan. 1
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM SAINT MATTHEW
Thank you for joining us this Christmas. Whether you are visiting, returning, or seeking a parish to call home, 
know that you are welcome here. Saint Matthew is a community of faith where people of all ages gather to 
worship, grow in discipleship, serve those in need, and walk together in Christ. We offer opportunities for 
prayer, faith formation, service, and fellowship throughout the year. You can learn more about the various 
ministries we offer by scanning the QR code on the left. If you feel called to become part of our parish family, 
we invite you to register with the parish using the QR code on the right. 

NEW PARISHIONER RECEPTION
Whether you are new to Saint 
Matthew or simply seeking to be more 
involved in our faith community, you 
are invited to our New Parishioner 
Reception on Thursday, Jan. 8. Meet 
at 6 p.m. in the Parish Conference 
Center for a casual evening with 
parish staff and fellow parishioners. 
Light refreshments will be served and 
children are welcome to attend with 
you. This is a great opportunity to 
learn more about the life of the parish, 
discover ways to get connected, and 
begin building relationships within 
our community. RSVP using the QR 
code in the graphic.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

This is the promise of Christ as told in the Gospel of our patron, Saint Matthew. It is also the promise of our 
parish. As our mission states, “We invite, welcome, love, and support all of God’s people.” This principle guides 
all of us at the parish, including our ministry leaders and volunteers. Take a look below to see some of the ways 
our ministries invited, welcomed, loved, and supported God’s people in 2024.

These are just a few of the ways our ministries helped to advance the mission of our parish throughout the 
year. We are so grateful to our ministry leaders and volunteers for being such exemplary ambassadors for Saint 
Matthew. If you are interested in getting involved, please feel free to reach out to one of our ministry leaders.

“AND BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS.” - MATTHEW 28:20

•	 The MEN’S CLUB served 450+ meals at 
the fish fries and parish picnic, 300+ meals 
at Oktoberfest, 150+ guests at Breakfast 
with Santa, and countless community 
members at their other events throughout 
the year.

•	 The WOMEN’S CLUB continued serving the 
women of the parish through monthly events 
including their Paint-Along and Gift Dash. 
They organized scholarships for the Saint 
Matthew Women’s Retreat and organized a 
meal for University Catholic Students.  

•	 ST. GIANNA CIRCLE MOTHERS 
MINISTRY expanded fellowship 
opportunities for mothers including spiritual, 
service, and personal development. They led 
Mary’s Way of the Cross during Lent, danced 
the night away with a Mother & Son dance, 
met with local community leaders, held a 
panel discussion on “Parenting Teens in the 
Modern World,” donated a beautiful gift 
of Catholic Art to Saint Matthew School, 
brought families together for Advent Wreath 
making, organized the annual Children’s 
Nativity Pageant with over 70 parish 
children participating, and organized the 
Christmas toy and food drive among others. 

•	 SAINT MATTHEW HAITI MINISTRY 
continued to provide financial support for 
our sister parish, Our Lady of Miracles, in 

•	 A/V MINISTRY / FEED THE PRIEST 
Kelly Ott - kott@stmatthewtn.org

•	 ADULT FAITH FORMATION / RCIA / RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION / VBS /  
ST. JOSEPH’S MEN 
Tony Jesse - tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

•	 ARTS & ENVIRONMENT 
Leslie Van Kerkhove - lvankerkhove@yahoo.com

•	 BOY SCOUTS 
Christopher Joly - cjoly22@gmail.com

•	 COLLEGE OUTREACH / RESPECT FOR LIFE 
Mary Starr - maryestarr25@gmail.com

•	 CUB SCOUTS 
Doug Kennedy - pack287@stmatthewtn.org

•	 FAMILY SERVICE MINISTRY 
Theresa Chau - theresa.a.chau@gmail.com

•	 GIRL SCOUTS 
Kelly Jensen - kellyannejensen1@gmail.com 
Colleen Tran - mcolleen.tran@gmail.com

Gobert, Haiti. Their 14th annual Well Played: 
A Songwriters Night raised more than 
$40,000 for our sister parish. This aided in 
major improvements to the water purification 
and supply system, new solar panels and 
control system for the electrical grid. 

•	 The RESPECT FOR LIFE MINISTRY raised 
$5,310 in its annual Baby Bottle Drive and 
collected thousands of diapers for Mulier 
Care. They helped lead the 40 Days for Life 
Campaign outside Planned Parenthood, and 
led a diocesan-wide prayer service in honor of 
the unborn.

•	 The FAMILY SERVICE MINISTRY brought 
families together to serve the community 
at large. This year, members made 20 
New Home Kits for sponsored families; 
distributed 112 blessing bags to the homeless 
population; collected 126 Boxes of Joy for 
Cross Catholic Outreach; cooked dinner 
for 45 residents at The Ronald McDonald 
House in April; gardened and served at the 
Sensory Garden for the Blind; celebrated 
holidays and continued to serve and bring joy 
to the residents at NHC Place at the Trace 
throughout the year.  

•	 The SAINT MATTHEW MUSIC MINISTRY 
had a wonderful year, full of growth and 
participation. Some of the highlights include 
the formation of a new Men’s Chant Schola, 

•	 HAITI MINISTRY 
Barney Schulte - ben87ce@yahoo.com

•	 HOMEBOUND MINISTRY 
Mary Peters - mary_peters@comcast.net

•	 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #12012 
Mark Abolins- rocksandfaultsandfolds@gmail.com

•	 LECTORS 
Patricia Smith - pms56@comcast.net 

•	 LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 
Dan Ott - daniel.r.ott@vumc.org

•	 LOAVES & FISHES 
Bill Thomson - bthomson7504@gmail.com

•	 LUNCH BUNCH 
Veronica Fischer - vjf@themarianofamily.com

•	 MEN’S CLUB 
Tom Bogan - kmatombogan@gmail.com

•	 MUSIC MINISTRY 
Rebecca Harding - rharding@stmatthewtn.org

which was welcomed with overwhelming 
support; the creation of a new worship 
aid, One Voice, which has been a great 
additional resource for our parish liturgies; 
and the opening act for Songwriter’s Night 
provided by our Music Ministry members, 
which was a huge hit! Finally, our Music 
Ministry was one of two local parishes 
whose Christmas music was featured on 
Nashville Catholic Radio.

•	 Our SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL 
volunteers made dozens of home visits to 
neighbors requesting assistance for rent, 
utilities, gasoline, car repairs, etc. Our 
Conference covered tens of thousands in 
back rent to landlords to prevent evictions, 
dispensed food and clothing to neighbors 
from its pantry, and brought back a vehicle 
from out of state, allowing a chronically 
disabled parishioner to drive to work. They 
also had their largest turnout in hosting 
their sixth annual Friends of the Poor Walk/
Run, while raising $15,000.

•	 Our ROOM IN THE INN MINISTRY built 
permanent showers to better serve our 120 
guests each winter. 

•	 Thank you to ALL the ministries and 
volunteers who stepped up and made our 
parish picnic bigger and better than ever!

•	 RISE YOUTH GROUP 
Frankie Tripodi - ftripodi@stmatthewtn.org

•	 ROOM IN THE INN 
Rhea Forte - (615) 828-5950

•	 ST. GIANNA CIRCLE 
Elizabeth Abaray - elizabeth.abaray@live.com

•	 SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL 
Kirk Jordan - kirkjordan@comcast.net

•	 TROOPS OF ST. GEORGE 
Jonathan Prenares- tsg@stmatthewtn.org

•	 WOMEN’S CLUB 
Connie Vargas - cvargaspnp@gmail.com 
Cynthia Myers - cynthia.myers@icloud.com
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	♦ In memory of the deceased members of the Baldinger 
and Butler families, by Paul and Kim Baldinger 

	♦ In memory of George & Virginia Comer, and Aldo & 
Rose Bettile, by John and Diane Comer 

	♦ In memory of Judith Ann Iovinelli, by Lauren Tanner 
and family 

	♦ In memory of Barbara Butkerait, by Carol Ann, Glenn, 
and Gabrielle Butkerait 

	♦ In memory of Frances & Dominic Nardacci, by 
Suzanne Nardacci 

	♦ In memory of Mikayla Yopp Honeycutt, by Mike and 
Alice Yopp 

	♦ In memory of Diana Hocutt, by Brian and Marcy 
Callahan 

	♦ In memory of the Namesnik and Lucia families, by 
Frank and Dianna Lucia  

	♦ In memory of the Miller and Dufur families, by John 
and BethAnn Dufur 

	♦ In memory of Chas & Mary Adams, by Albert and 
Marie Tarolli  

	♦ In memory of Tom & Mary Jane Brunner, by Jim and 
Angelia Brunner 

	♦ In memory of Lloyd & Jean Tobias, by Brian and 
Celeste Grider 

	♦ In memory of the White–Loftus family and the 
Meacham family, by Hal and Leslie Meacham 

	♦ In memory of parents and brother, Rip & Lucille Ryan 
and Tim Ryan, by Kurt and Beth Winstead 

	♦ In memory of Joel Dixon Gray, by Stephanie Gray 

	♦ In memory of James Kerrigan and Jimmy Ragan, by 
the Chau family 

	♦ In memory of Mary Dabrowiak, by Don Dabrowiak 

	♦ In memory of John Cicon, by Janet Cicon 

	♦ In memory of Jim Jarvis, by Janie Jarvis

	♦ In memory of Elaine Dacote, Jim & Lois Felsman, 
Warren & Janice LeJeune, Carl & Bertha Parker, 
Walter & Lucille LeJeune, and Arnold Marsden, by 
Dr. Mark and Gina Marsden 

	♦ In memory of Virginia A. Cochran, John W. Cochran, 
and Jan E. Cochran, by Linda Cochran 

	♦ In memory of Edward Mascolo, by Carol Mascolo 

	♦ In memory of George Rentschler, and Paul & Sara 
Fleming, by Nan Rentschler 

	♦ In memory of Anne Rice, by Matthew and Anne 
Margaret Weishaar 

	♦ In memory of Bruce Dawson, Scott Dawson, Byrnes 
Butler, Jeppie Butler, and Ray & Rachael Harness, 
by Ray and Susan Harness 

	♦ In memory of Gilbert Fuentes, John Voltaggio, and 
Nicholas & Florence Caime, by Victoria Fuentes 

	♦ In memory of Rita Smith, by Paul and Bobette Smith  

	♦ In memory of Bruce & Scott Dawson, by Bruce and 
Patricia Dawson 

	♦ In memory of members of the Sorochak family, by 
Jasen and Susan Ingram 
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	♦ In memory of Frank & Frances Howatch and Frank 
Howatch Jr., by Jasen and Susan Ingram 

	♦ In memory of Rosemary Ross, John C. Fleckenstein, 
and Diane R. Fleckenstein, by Steven and Pamela 
Fleckenstein 

	♦ In memory of Virginia Kruciak, Josefa Sanchez, 
Mercedes Cue, Victor Sanchez, Jerome Kruciak,  
Greg Molina, and Maria Hernandez, by Rusty and 
Nura Kruciak 

	♦ In memory of Anna Grace Miller and Dutch & Marie 
Morrissey, by Brad and Gina Miller 

	♦ In memory of Marion & Katherine Oden, and Hayden 
& Gin Hicks, by James and Rebecca Hicks 

	♦ In memory of Barbara Marsh and Dennis Rolfsen, by 
James, Elaine, and Lily Denney 

	♦ In memory of Bob Bradford, by Jane Bradford 

	♦ In memory of Jim & Sara Little, Philip & Josephine 
Lang, and John & Charleen Little, by Paul and Mary 
Lang 

	♦ In memory of Frank R. Wittmer, Sue A. Wittmer, 
Philip D. Cox, and Judith S. Cox, by Kevin and  
Susan Cox

	♦ In memory of Ron Deal Sr., by Suzanne Deal 

	♦ In memory of James & Donna Hausman, James & 
Julia Starr, Craig Hausman, Suzanne Creasman, 
Karen Goldberg, Christopher Bozung, and Marybeth 
Detweiler, by Cory and Mary Starr 

	♦ In memory of Ronald Ameen and Michael Mowry, by 
the Ameen family 

	♦ In memory of the Crowley and Lillis families, Jeff 
Dudley, and Jay Crowley, by James and Joan 
Crowley

	♦ In memory of Art & Vi Guepe, by Ann Harris 

	♦ In honor of Helen A. Young, by Heather Young 
Warmbrod 

	♦ In honor of those fighting cancer, by the Massey 
Family

	♦ Dennis and Laura Camplese 

	♦ Marvin Clements 

	♦ Marilyn Hartz

	♦ Erik and Stacy Hennings 

	♦ Stan and Shannon Kasakevics 

	♦ Charles and Sharon Kennedy 

	♦ Jim and Carol Kennedy 

	♦ Edwin and Cynthia Lomocso 

	♦ David and Simone Murray 

	♦ Gary O’Reilly 

	♦  Sam and Janet Siekpe 

	♦ Dr. James and Halina Warmbrod Jr. 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
(DECEMBER 24-28, 2025)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASS
4:00 p.m. Mass
4:15 p.m. Mass - Gym
6:30 p.m. Mass  
	   For the People of Saint Matthew
	 • Isaiah 62:1-5
	 • Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
	 • Matthew 1:18-25
10:00 p.m. Mass  
	   For the People of Saint Matthew
	 • Isaiah 9:1-6
	 • Titus 2:11-14
	 • Luke 2:1-14 

7 PM Mass, Adoration, and 
Confession cancelled

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. Mass
 	  For All Those Remembered in 

Christmas Memorials
	 • Isaiah 52:7-10
	 • Hebrews 1:1-6
	 • John 1:1-18

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
Feast of Saint Stephen
8:00 a.m. Mass
    Stephanie Sheehan
  • Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
	 • Matthew 10:17-22

SATURDAY/SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 28  
Feast of the Holy Family

5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
	   For the People of Saint Matthew
8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass	
	   Anna Grace Miller
11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
	   Bruce Dawson
	 • Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
	 • Colossians 3:12-21
	 • Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

	   Special Intention
	   May they rest in peace

PARISH NEWS

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS TO SAINT MATTHEW
With the end of the year upon us, please remember all contributions to 
Saint Matthew or the Diocese must be postmarked by Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
to be credited towards your 2025 contributions. While the parish offices 
will be closed, our business office will be available in a limited manner to 
process end-of-year contributions on Monday, Dec. 29, and Tuesday, Dec. 
30. Please call the business office at 615-550-5111 to ensure somebody is 
here before coming up. If you are interested in making a stock or IRA gift 
before the year’s end, please contact Bill Stewart in the business office at 
bstewart@stmatthewtn.org or (615) 550-5107 to start the process. Gifts 
can also be made through our online giving platform, Pushpay, by visiting 
stmatthewtn.org/giving. Thank you for your generous support!

CHRISTMAS BREAK OFFICE CLOSURES

Merry Christmas from Saint Matthew Catholic Church and School! Our 
offices are closed for Christmas Break. The church office will reopen on 
Friday, Jan. 2. Saint Matthew School will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 6.

THEOLOGY AND CULTURE - NEW FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
STARTING JANUARY 4

Join us for a new faith formation series, Theology & Culture, exploring 
where our Catholic faith intersects with the world around us—and how 
these connections shape the way we live, think, and engage with modern 
culture. Theology & Culture will meet between the Masses from 9:45 to 
10:45 a.m. in the Parish Conference Center each Sunday in January before 
transitioning to once a month. Our first speaker will be Father Raines on 
Sunday, Jan. 4, discussing “Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.” Coffee and 
doughnuts will be available at this first presentation. 

Join the Passion of Christ Prayer Group this Sunday, December 28, at 3 
p.m. in the chapel to pray the Way of the Cross, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
and learn more about our Lord’s Passion. Their mission is to pray for our 
fellow Catholic brothers and sisters who have left the Church. 

PASSION OF CHRIST PRAYER GROUP

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!
Stay up to date with the latest news and information from Saint Matthew! 
Join our email list to receive our newsletters, updates on upcoming events, 
and more. Scan or visit bit.ly/smcemailsignup.
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PARISH NEWS

SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY FORGE - REFINER’S FIRE

January 1 is the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation. We will celebrate 
with two Masses - Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 5 p.m., 
and Thursday, Jan. 1, at 9 a.m. Incense will be 
used at 9 a.m. Mass. We will NOT have adoration, 
confession, or 7 p.m. Mass on Dec. 31 nor 8 a.m. 
Mass on Jan 1.

PARISH EVENTS - SAVE THE DATE

Here is a preview of some of the other great events 
coming up at Saint Matthew in 2026: 
 

Jan 4 & Feb. 1: Community Sunday
Jan 22: Free SoulCore Class (Women’s Club)
Jan. 25-31: Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 31: Confirmation Retreat
Feb. 20 & March 27: Fish Fries 
Feb. 21 & 22: Canned Food drive for SVdP
Feb. 22: Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
March 6: Mary’s Way of the Cross
March 27-29: Adoramus (RISE retreat)
April 12: Awake
May 3: Mother & Son Day
June 1-5: RISE Summer Mission Trip

JANUARY LUNCH BUNCH

FREE SOULCORE CLASS

All parish seniors are invited 
to join us for Lunch Bunch, 
Saint Matthew’s monthly parish 
gathering designed for social 
connection, fellowship, and fun.  

Our next Lunch Bunch is on Tuesday, Jan. 13, from 
12 to 2 p.m. in the narthex. Come wearing your 
favorite festive apparel as we joyfully ring in 2026. 
The cost is $12 per person, along with a bingo prize 
valued at approximately $10 for the 
prize table. Lunch will be from Publix. 
Please RSVP by Thursday, Jan. 8. Scan 
to register or visit bit.ly/smclbjan26. 

Join the Saint Matthew Women’s Club for a FREE 
SoulCore class on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Conference Center. SoulCore combines 
praying the rosary with core-strengthening exercises, 
stretching, and gentle movement to nourish both 
body and soul. Rooted in Christian meditation, 
SoulCore promotes spiritual and physical wellness 
and is not affiliated with yoga. Bring a mat and water 
bottle and wear comfortable workout 
attire. Advance registration is requested. 
For questions, contact womensclub@
stmatthewtn.org

All middle school students are invited to join Forge 
for their January event, Refiner’s Fire: Finding Our 
Identity in Christ. They will discuss the 
meaning behind the ministry’s name, 
Forge, and will also play games and 
have pizza available. Meet at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Cohan-Hansom Building on 
Sunday, Jan. 11.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION

Join us First Friday Adoration on 
Friday, Jan. 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Please note the shortened 
hours due to the holidays. We need 
to ensure someone is present with 
the Blessed Sacrament at all times throughout the 
day. Register at bit.ly/smcffajan26.

RISE YOUTH MINISTRY
All high school students are 
invited to start the new semester 
with a special night titled, Draft 
Day: Saints Edition on Sunday, Jan. 11. Teens will 
have fun, build community, and grow in their 
knowledge of the saints through a competitive game. 
This social evening includes dinner and begins at 
5:30 p.m. in the Parish Conference Center.

Please note the dates for some RISE events this 
semester in the section below. 

We are looking to improve youth ministry at Saint 
Matthew. If you have a teen in the parish, we invite 
you to complete a brief survey to help us better 
serve and provide meaningful spiritual 
opportunities for our youth. The survey 
takes no more than five minutes and can 
be anonymous. Thank you.

YOUTH MINISTRY SURVEY
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

	 S A I N T  M A T T H E W 	 C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Justin Raines
Pastor

frraines@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Associate Pastor

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Michaela Miller
Dir. of Youth Ministry

mmiller@stmatthewtn.org

Rebecca Harding
Dir. of Music Ministry

rharding@stmatthewtn.org

Colleen Curran
Facility Coordinator

ccurran@stmatthewtn.org

Christy McCoy
Receptionist

cmccoy@stmatthewtn.org

Lisa Newman
Accounts Payable Clerk

lnewman@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Dr. Anthony Simpson
SMS Principal

asimpson@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Stewart
Dir. of Finance

bstewart@stmatthewtn.org

Alex Halfmann
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

ahalfmann@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Director of Operations
lholt@stmatthewtn.org

James Grossheim
Deacon

jgrossheim@nashvocations.org

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE NEWS AND 
INFORMATION FROM SAINT MATTHEW.

www.stmatthewtn.org


