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PARISH NEWS

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

- FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 5 -

REGULAR COLLECTIONS $21,409

SECOND COLLECTION: CAPITAL NEEDS $680

- FISCAL YEAR TO DATE (BEGINNING JULY 1, 2023)

CURRENT YTD $1,277,216

BUDGET YTD $1,334,876

PREVIOUS YTD $1,344,317

CURRENT YTD: $1,277,216

BUDGET YTD: $1,334,876

PREVIOUS YTD: $1,344,317

-4.3%

-5.0%

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(MAY 13-19, 2024)

MONDAY, MAY 13 
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
	   Robert Dunkerley
	 • Acts 19:1-8
	 • Jn 16:29-33

TUESDAY, MAY 14
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
	   Cameron Manning
	 • Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
	 • Jn 15:9-17

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
	   Richard Canfield
	 • Acts 20:28-38
	 • Jn 17:11b-19

THURSDAY, MAY 16
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
	   Barbara Friesen
	 • Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
	 • Jn 17:20-26

FRIDAY, MAY 17
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
	   Clara Lucia
	 • Acts 25:13b-21
	 • Jn 21:15-19

PENTECOST SUNDAY
• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
	   Souls in Purgatory
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass	
	   For the People of Saint 

Matthew
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
	   For Stephanie Jones
	 • Acts 2:1-11
	 • 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13
	 • Jn 20:19-23

	   Special Intention
	   May they rest in peace

SAINT MATTHEW SPEAKER SERIES - TUESDAY, JUNE 4

All are invited to join us for the next installment of the Saint Matthew 
Speaker Series, featuring Sister Gabriella Yi, O.P., a Dominican Sister of 
St. Cecilia in Nashville. Sister Gabriella will deliver a talk titled Tasting 
the Food of Angels: Saint Catherine of Siena on the Eucharist. Join us as 
we listen to the wisdom of Saint Catherine of Siena, one of the greatest 
mystics and doctors of the Church, on the magnificent gift of the Eucharist, 
the source and summit of our faith. The talk will take place on Tuesday, 
June 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the church. Visit bit.ly/smcssjune24 to learn more and 
register for the talk.
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PARISH NEWS

SAINT MATTHEW CHURCH STAFF UPDATES

We are excited to introduce the two newest 
members of the Saint Matthew church staff! Please 
keep them in your prayers as they prepare for their 
new roles at our parish.

Francesca (Frankie) Tripodi will take over as our 
next youth director in June. Frankie is a graduate 
of Franciscan University and has a background in 
social work and theology. She comes to us from 
Saint Ann School, where she has been teaching 
religion and wellness. 

Christy Winn will take over as our new 
receptionist, effective May 20. Christy comes to 
Saint Matthew from Bowling Green, KY, and has 
a background in customer service, marketing, and 
social media.

Finally, our director of 
communications and stewardship, 
Martin Strobel, has accepted a new 
position in the marketing department 
at Parking Management Company 
and will be leaving us on Friday, 

May 24. We thank Martin for his three years of 
service to our parish and wish him the best in his 
future endeavors. We will begin searching for his 
replacement soon.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Follow Saint Matthew to deepen your Catholic faith 
on your favorite social media platform! Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to keep up with 
everything happening here on Sneed Road.

	 @stmatthewtn
	 @stmatthewtn
	 c/SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PARISH NEWS SAINT MATTHEW SCHOOL NEWS

PICK OF THE WEEK - MAY 12

THE BIBLE PROJECT:
OLD TESTAMENT | DEUTERONOMY

Watch our overview video on the book of 
Deuteronomy, which breaks down the literary 
design of the book and its flow of thought. In 
Deuteronomy, Moses gives final words of wisdom 
and warning before the Israelites enter the promised 
land, challenging them to be faithful to God.

To watch this title and many more like it, visit 
FORMED.org and sign up using our parish zip 
code (37069).

GOT SPARE CHANGE?

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION OPEN

SMS GRADUATION

There are clear boxes on the table outside the 
training chapel where you can share your spare 
change to benefit our sister parish in Haiti. Don’t 
have any change in your pocket or purse? Use the 
included QR code on the box to donate a dollar or 
two (or more!). Thank you in advance for sharing 
your spare change!

Join us for another summer at Saint Matthew 
Summer Camp. Our doors will be open for another 
five weeks this summer. Visit bit.ly/smscamp24 to 
learn more and register. If you have any questions 
regarding camp, please email Camp Director Josh 
Edmondson at jedmondson@stmatthewtn.org. 

Congratulations to the Saint Matthew School Class 
of 2024! Please pray for our eighth graders as they 
prepare for their graduation this Thursday, May 16. 
We love you, we are proud of you, and we wish you 
the best of luck in your future endeavors! “Be who 
God meant you to be and you will set the world on 
fire.” - St. Catherine of Siena

FREE MONEY!

Attention all BBQ lovers: As the weather gets nicer 
and the summer holidays get closer, let’s earn FREE 
MONEY from Kroger and Publix on all your BBQ 
buys! Please make sure your grocery rewards are set 
up before those big trips to the store. All proceeds 
will go directly to support our sister parish and 
school, Our Lady of Miracles in Gobert, Haiti.  To 
register your cards for these benefits, visit 
www.publix.com and www.kroger.com. 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!

Stay up to date with the latest news and information 
from Saint Matthew! Join our email list today to 
receive our newsletters, updates on upcoming events, 
and more. To sign up, visit bit.ly/smcemailsignup.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

VOLUNTEER WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES

SAINT THOMAS HOSPITAL NEEDS EMHCs

TITANS YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP @ FRHS CAMP MARYMOUNT GIRLS SESSION

RENEWAL OF DIOCESAN CONSECRATION TO 
THE SACRED & IMMACULATE HEARTS

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Nashville is in need 
of volunteers to help Catholics in need within our 
diocesan community. Visit www.volunteer.cctenn.
org/need to see how you can help!

Ascension Saint Thomas Hospital is seeking 
volunteers to serve as Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion for patient visitation at both the 
West and Midtown campuses. Those interested 
should contact Susan Fussell at (615) 222-6602.

T​he Tennessee Titans Youth Football Camp at Father 
Ryan High School for ages 7-14 will run on June 13 
from 7-11:30 a.m. at Father Ryan Giacosa Stadium. 
Registration is required and now open. To register, 
visit www.fatherryan.org/admissions/junior-irish or 
email community@titans.nfl.com for more info.

All rising 9th-11th grade girls are invited to join us 
for an unforgettable sleepaway camp experience 
at Camp Marymount in Fairview, TN. Horseback 
riding, lake activities, archery, arts & crafts, and 
campfire s’mores await! Tuition is $1,525 for the 
two-week session and $1,780 for the three-week 
session. For more infromation and to register, visit 
www.campmarymount.com/girls-sessions. 

Please join Bishop Spalding on Saturday, June 8 at 
9 a.m. at the Cathedral of the Incarnation for Holy 
Mass to renew the consecration of the diocese to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. A diocesan-wide novena will take place May 
29-June 6 leading up to the Solemnity of the Sacred 
Heart and the Renewal of Consecration Mass. For 
the novena prayer and information about how to 
consecrate your family and enthrone the Sacred and 
Immaculate Hearts in your home, please visit 
www.nashvillefaithformation.com.
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REGISTER FOR SCUBA VBS

REGISTER FOR TOTUS TUUS

Take kids deep into 
an amazing undersea 
adventure where they’ll 
experience the ever-
flowing, never-ending 
love of God at Scuba 
VBS! Kids will be 
immersed in the Word 
and discover what living 
water is really all about. Scuba VBS will take place 
July 22-26 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. and is open to 
all rising preschool (four years old by August 1) 
and kindergarten students. Visit bit.ly/smcvbs24 to 
register.

Latin for Totally Yours, Totus 
Tuus is a fun and energetic 
program designed to spread the 
good news of Jesus and create 
joy in the faith. Totus Tuus is 
led by a team of college-aged 
missionaries and seminarians. 
The youthfulness, energy, and 
ability to witness to the faith 
make the missionaries effective with children and 
teens. Totus Tuus will take place July 22-26 from 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and is open to all rising 1st-6th 
graders. To register, visit bit.ly/smctotustuus24.

It is timely that we honor mothers during the height of 
spring. As nature blooms into a dressing of color and life, the 
landscape begins to reflect the essence of motherhood, for 
in motherhood, life flourishes. She is a reflection of God’s 
creation as in the natural form of a mother; a woman brings 
forth life mimicking God’s creative essence. A mother displays 
God’s immense power as she holds the great ability to birth an 
eternal soul into the world that will outlast the universe itself.

When I was in the delivery room witnessing my wife giving 
birth, I was in total awe of her combined strength and 
splendor in ushering a human being into this world. Not only 
in the physical aspect of giving birth, but immediately after, 
showcasing the powerful display of nurturer and comforter to 
this fragile baby as the baby crouched comfortably on her chest. 
It’s fascinating to witness how a baby has an innate reflex to 
instantly gravitate to the one who provided a place for him in 
the womb, the one who offers comfort and nourishment for 
his own survival: the mother. In fact, St. Paul announces how 
motherhood can be a means of sanctification and salvation, 
provided the woman exemplifies feminine virtue. “Women will 
be saved through bearing children if she continues in faith, love, 
and holiness with modesty” (1 Tim. 2:15).

Yet, the month of May gets even better as the Church celebrates 
the supreme mother of all: the Mother of God. For centuries 
now, the faithful have dedicated the month of May to Mary to 
commemorate her role in humanity’s redemption. During May, 
we honor Mary with the May Crowning while many parishes 
conduct Marian processions throughout the region.

It is no coincidence that when the Blessed Mother came to the 
world under the apparition of Our Lady of Fatima, she came 
on a certain day that was not haphazardly picked. The day she 
came was of central importance, for May 13 on the calendar 
in 1917 was, in fact, Mother’s Day. In Mary, God is eloquently 
displaying the female virtues of humility, purity, tenderness, 
obedience, gentleness, and willingness to suffer for her child. 
God amplifies the height of feminine attributes to Mary for 
all mothers to see and gravitate toward. When they do, they 
inherit God’s honor and power, for she is queen in her domestic 
setting.

Jesus could have appeared on earth without a mother. He is 
God. He does not require a motherly vessel to come to us. Yet, 
He, as the perfect model of manhood for every Christian man, 
glorified the woman closest to Him with the highest honor ever 
bestowed upon any mortal. His dying words on the cross to 
His disciples speak to us, “Behold your mother” (John 25:27). 
These utterances act as a pronouncement that we need to go 
through her to draw near to Him.

On Mother’s Day especially as we hold authentic motherhood 
in esteem and thank mothers around the land, let us also bring 
high admiration to Mary under the title of Mother of God. 
Our Lady is the glory of every woman because she perfectly 
manifests the beauty of Christian femininity.

TONY’S REFLECTION
MOTHERHOOD AND MARY

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

This summer, there will 
be a historic National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
accompanying Jesus from 
city to city across the four 
corners of the country. 
This historic procession 
of the Eucharist will come 
through Nashville between June 26-30. Visit www.
eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-juan-diego-route for 
more information about this event, and stay tuned for 
more on our parish’s participation in this pilgimage.
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PRAYER FOR EXAMS

TOTUS TUUS MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

St. Joseph of Cupertino is the patron saint of 
students and test taking. 

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino,
who while on earth did obtain from God

the grace to be asked at your examination
only the questions you knew.

Obtain for me a like favor
in the examinations for which I am now preparing.

In return, I promise to make you known
and cause you to be invoked.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Totus Tuus is coming back to Saint Matthew! Rising 
7th-12th graders are invited to participate in the 
evening session from Sunday to Thursday. While 
the day program looks similar to a typical Vacation 
Bible School, the night program is much shorter 
and is modeled after a traditional youth group. It’ll 
include games, talks, discussions and opportunities 
to grow in the faith. Registration is currently open. 
To learn more an register, visit bit.ly/smctotustuus24.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org
ANTOINETTE HANNING
Director of Youth Ministry

ahanning@stmatthewtn.org

REGISTER FOR RISE
Life is busy, and other things can take priority for a 
time. That is why registration for Rise is available 
year round! We regularly welcome new teens to 
our group and encourage them to bring friends. It’s 
never too late to join us! Visit bit.ly/smcrise2324 to 
register.
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

	 S A I N T  M A T T H E W 	 C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Justin Raines
Pastor

frraines@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Associate Pastor

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Antoinette Hanning
Dir. of Youth Ministry

ahanning@stmatthewtn.org

Rebecca Harding
Dir. of Music Ministry

rharding@stmatthewtn.org

Lachlan Cameron
Deacon

lcameron@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations

lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator

cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Lisa Newman
Accounts Payable Clerk

lnewman@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Dr. Anthony Simpson
SMS Principal

asimpson@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Stewart
Dir. of Finance

bstewart@stmatthewtn.org


