Saint Matthew

CATHOLIC CHURCH

DEEPENING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TOGETHER

APRIL 28,

MASS SCHEDULE

MASS
Monday - Friday | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)
Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.
Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.

2024 + FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PARISH INFORMATION

PASTOR:
Father Justin Raines

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Father Tien Tran
DEACONS:

Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte

CONTACT US:
© 535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

B info@stmatthewtn.org
Q (615) 646-0378

@ www.stmatthewtn.org

(£ @stmatthewtn



LITURGY SCHEDULE
(APRIL 29-MAY 5, 2024)

MONDAY, APRIL 29

* 8:00 a.m. Mass

# For The Gomez Family
e Acts 14:5-18
e Jn 14:21-26

TUESDAY, APRIL 30
* 8:00 a.m. Mass
% Terry Kruciak

e Acts 14:19-28

e Jn 14:27-31a

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1
* 7:00 p.m. Mass
7 Cynthia Chin

* Acts 15:1-6

e Jn 15:1-8

THURSDAY, MAY 2
* 8:00 a.m. Mass
T Jarod Mader

e Acts 15:7-21

e Jn 15:9-11

FRIDAY, MAY 3

* 8:00 a.m. Mass

¥ For Carolyn & Steve
Broussard
* 1 Cor 15:1-8
e Jn 14:6-14

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
* 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
©> For Mike Harvey
¢ 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
T Mariano & Locigno Families
* 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
¥ For the People of Saint
Matthew
o Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
* 1 Jn 4:7-10
*Jn 15:9-17

% Special Intention
T May they rest in peace

PARISH NEWS
HAITI SPRING OF HOPE APPEAL

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Haiti Ministry’s inaugural
Spring of Hope appeal! Your generosity will help the ministry continue
supporting our sister parish, Our Lady of Miracles, and the surrounding
community in Gobert, Haiti. Although the appeal weekend is over, our
Haiti Ministry still needs your ongoing support. Please prayerfully consider
making a one-time donation or establishing a recurring gift to the ministry
by visiting the online giving page on our website. Visit
bit.ly/smespringothope to learn more about our Haiti Ministry and its
ongoing efforts in Gobert.

PASSION OF CHRIST PRAYER GROUP

All are invited to join our Passion of Christ prayer group to pray the Way
of the Cross, the Divine Mercy chaplet and learn more about the Passion
of Christ. Our mission is to pray for our fellow Catholic brothers and
sisters who have left the church, or any intentions that you may have, while
reflecting on our Lord’s Passion. Our next meeting will take place this
afternoon, April 28 at 4 p.m. in the chapel. We hope to see you there. If you
are interested in learning more about the prayer group, visit
bit.ly/smcwayofthecross to complete the interest form.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
- FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 21 -
REGULAR COLLECTIONS $18,572
2ND COLLECTION: TUITION ASSISTANCE $473

- FISCAL YEAR TO DATE (BEGINNING JULY 1, 2023)

CURRENT YTD $1,212,049
BUDGET YTD $1,264,683
PREVIOUS YTD $1,267,931
CURRENT YTD: $1,212,049
- -4.2%

BUDGET YTD: $1,264,683
-4.4%
PREVIOUS YTD: $1,267,931

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!
TO LEARN MORE, VISIT
www.stmatthewtn.org/giving
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PARISH NEWS

FAITH IN FILM WITH FATHER RAINES

The third session of our inaugural Faith in Film
movie series will take place this Tuesday, April 30
from 6:30-8 p.m. in the parish conference center.
In this session, we will watch the next 30-minute
segment of the classic 1966 film, 4 Man For All
Seasons, followed by a presentation and discussion
on that section of the movie by Father Raines. We
hope to see you there!

AMANFOR
~ ALLSEASONS

A four-week film study
on Tuesdays starting
April 16 from 6:30-8 p.m.
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MUSIC \ FUN

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - FRIDAY, MAY 3

Registration for our next First Friday Adoration on
Friday, May 3 is now open. Adoration will begin
following the 8 a.m. Mass on Friday, May 3 and

end at 8 a.m. on Saturday, May 4. Time slots are
available in 30-minute increments throughout the
day. If you would like to spend more time with the
Blessed Sacrament, you are welcome to sign up for
multiple time slots. We must have at least two people
present at all times. Visit bit.ly/smcffamay24 for
more information and to sign up.

ST. GIANNA CIRCLE MONTHLY MEETING

If you’ve enjoyed our Advent Wreath Making Event,
Children’s Nativity Pageant, Mother & Son Night,
The Manger Christmas giving program, Mary’s Way
of the Cross, panel discussions, wonderful speakers,
service projects, fellowship opportunities and more,
we’d love for you to join us for our final meeting of
the SGC season! We’ll share fellowship and plan our
calendar for next year. The meeting will take place
on Tuesday, May 7 at 7 p.m. in the Cohan-Hansom
Building. Visit bit.ly/sgcmaymeeting to register.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Saint Matthew Catholic Church is seeking new
employees to fill critical roles on our staff: Church
Receptionist and Director of Youth Ministry. The
Church Receptionist is a full-time position that
provides support services for the church office staff.
The Director of Youth Ministry is responsible for
the development, coordination, supervision and
execution of parish programs designed to engage
and educate the youth (ages 14-18) of the parish. If
you or someone you know is interested in applying,
please visit our website at bit.ly/smcemployment
to view the job listings and apply. If you have any
questions, please contact Leslie Holt, Director of
Operations, at lholt@stmatthewtn.org.
Eﬁr?'al-;l VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE
a2 NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM
+1: SAINT MATTHEW.

www.stmatthewtn.org
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PARISH NEWS

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!

Stay up to date with the latest news and information
from Saint Matthew! Join our email list today to
receive our newsletters, updates on upcoming events,
and more. To sign up, visit bit.ly/smcemailsignup.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Follow Saint Matthew to deepen your Catholic faith
on your favorite social media platform! Find us on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to keep up with
everything happening here on Sneed Road.

0 @stmatthewtn
J (@stmatthewtn
O c/SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

FORMED

PICK OF THE WEEK - APRIL 28

SAINT

CATHERINE
of SIENA

WITH DR. TIM GRAY
AND DR. ELIZABETH KLEIN

SAINT FEAST DAY | APRIL 29

WHO IS ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA?

In light of St. Catherine of Siena’s feast day, join
Dr. Tim Gray and Dr. Elizabeth Klein, as they
celebrate this holy woman: a nurse and mystic with
papal influence who became a doctor of the Church.

To watch this title and many more like it, visit
FORMED.org and sign up using our parish zip
code (37069).

SAINT MATTHEW SCHOOL NEWS

SVdP & SMS FOOD DRIVE

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society is partnering with
Saint Matthew School in a food drive on Wednesday,
May 1 to help restock the SVAP pantry with non-
perishable basic foods. Vincentians will be stationed
inside the School doors at morning drop-off to
receive donations from SMS families. We are deeply
grateful to the school parents for their generosity and
charity toward the neighbors served by SVdP.

STUDENT ART SHOW

Saint Matthew School’s first student art show is
available for viewing now through May 8. Families
are invited to stop by and enjoy artwork from each
student in the school. Please check in at the office
for a visitor badge and details.

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION OPEN

Join us for another summer at Saint Matthew
Summer Camp. Our doors will be open for another
five weeks this summer. Visit bit.ly/smscamp24 to
learn more and register. If you have any questions
regarding camp, please email Camp Director Josh
Edmondson at jedmondson@stmatthewtn.org.

FREE MONEY!

Let’s take advantage of free money to raise funds for
our sister parish, Our Lady of Miracles, in Gobert,
Haiti! Simply register your Kroger and Publix
shoppers cards and select Saint Matthew Church

to receive the funds. Then, buy groceries as you
normally would! These stores will send quarterly
checks to the church and school based on our total
spending. To register your cards for these benefits,
visit www.publix.com and www.kroger.com. Thank
you for your support!

GOT SPARE CHANGE?

There are clear boxes on the table outside the
training chapel where you can share your spare
change to benefit our sister parish in Haiti. Don’t
have any change in your pocket or purse? Use the
included QR code on the box to donate a dollar or
two (or more!). Thank you in advance for sharing
your spare change!
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COMMUNITY NEWS

TITANS YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP @ FRHS

The Tennessee Titans Youth Football Camp at Father
Ryan High School for ages 7-14 will run on June 13
from 7-11:30 a.m. at Father Ryan Giacosa Stadium.
Registration is required and now open. To register,
visit www.fatherryan.org/admissions/junior-irish or
email community(@titans.nfl.com for more info.

SAINT THOMAS HOSPITAL NEEDS EMHCs

Ascension Saint Thomas Hospital is seeking
volunteers to serve as Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion for patient visitation at both the
West and Midtown campuses. Eucharistic Ministers
must be practicing Catholics and apply first to
become hospital volunteers. Those interested should
contact Susan Fussell at (615) 222-6602.

VOLUNTEER WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Nashville is in need
of volunteers to help Catholics in need within our

diocesan community. Visit www.volunteer.cctenn.
org/need to see how you can help!

CAMP MARYMOUNT GIRLS SESSION

All rising 9th-11th grade girls are invited to join us
for an unforgettable sleepaway camp experience

at Camp Marymount in Fairview, TN. Horseback
riding, lake activities, archery, arts & crafts, and
campfire s’mores await! Tuition is $1,525 for the
two-week session and $1,780 for the three-week
session. Subsidized rates and scholarships are
available. For more infromation and to register, visit
www.campmarymount.com/girls-sessions.

CAMP MARYMOUNT GLORY DAYS AUCTION

Camp Marymount is home to hundreds of campers
each summer, as well as a breathtaking setting for
memorable Catholic reatreats and weddings. As
we embark on our 85th year, we invite you to visit
our “Glory Days” fundraising page. You can show
your support with a $50 donation or by bidding on
some incredible auction items. The “Glory Days”
fundraiser and auction will take place from April
26-May 3. Visit www.givebutter.com/c/glorydays
for more information. Thank you for helping the
Marymount spirit live on!

“NASHVILL
CATHOLIC

ANYWHERE YOU AREj%
I B*SgHERE

ONASHVILLE CATHOL|
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TONY’S REFLECTION
STAYING CONNECTED TO THE VINE

Here, we are at the end of April, and fittingly, as the
weather warms and the spring landscape blossoms into

a dressing of a beautiful array of color and life, we are
given a lesson from Jesus on how to grow our branch to
bear “much fruit.” The parable breaks down to signify
that Jesus is the vine, the Father is the vinedresser, and

we represent the branch. Here, the branch (i.e., us) either
chooses to stay connected to the vine or not. Of course, for
the branch to voluntarily cut itself off from the life-flowing
sap of the vine, it would quickly begin to decay and die.

To emphasize the point for the branches to remain closely
connected to the vine, Jesus uses the phrase “abide in me”’
four times. The word “abide’” indicates ‘“‘to remain stable
or fixed in a state.” Therefore, with the repeated use of
abide, Jesus is letting His followers know the urgency to
stay in constant union with them. While Jesus no doubt
loves us and will never leave us, we (the branches) often
want to grow our own fruit — our own way of living — cut
off from His teaching. As St. Augustine notes, “They are
not in Him in the same kind of way that He is in them. For
the relation to the branches to the vine is such that they
contribute nothing to the vine, but from it derive their own
means of life. In their pride, the branches wish to be their
own vine.” As tempting as it is to be the author of your life
and to derive a moral code outside of Christ, such a move
is tantamount to a branch choosing to leave the vine and
plant itself into the ground with no root. In the end, this is
a grave move for the branch. And Christ warns that such
branches will eventually ‘“‘be thrown into the fire.”

It is also worth noting that Jesus alerted the branches
attached to His vine that the Father would “‘prune’” them
at times when they lacked fruit. This pruning act of the
Father likely refers to the trials and the fatherly discipline
we’ll experience in this life (Heb. 12:5-11, Jas 1:2-4, 1
Peter 1:6-7). To be sure, we, as branches, don’t like to be
pruned for it entails temporary vulnerability and sadness;
however, the gardening motif illustrates that pruning
inevitably leads to remarkable growth in the future—so it
is with suffering. As St. Teresa of Avila said, “‘If we only
knew the grace that comes from suffering, we’d be begging
for more.”

[t’s crucial to grasp that Jesus is teaching this lesson
during the Last Supper which underscores that we as
branches most clearly abide in Christ in the Holy Eucharist.
When we humbly consume Him in the Eucharist, we have
put in us the Resurrection and the Life. In the Eucharist,
we, the branches, receive the holy nutrients of life. When
we allow the Life of the vine to flow unrestricted to us,
tremendous growth will occur in our branch.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

REGISTER FOR SCUBA VBS

Take kids deep into

an amazing undersea
adventure where they’ll
experience the ever-
flowing, never-ending
love of God at Scuba
VBS! Kids will be
immersed in the Word
and discover what living
water is really all about. Scuba VBS will take place
July 22-26 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. and is open to

all rising preschool (four years old by August 1)
and kindergarten students. Visit bit.ly/smcvbs24 to
register.

r‘,

REGISTER FOR TOTUS TUUS

Latin for Totally Yours, Totus
Tuus is a fun and energetic
program designed to spread the
good news of Jesus and create
joy in the faith. Totus Tuus is
led by a team of college-aged
missionaries and seminarians. TOTALLY
The youthfulness, energy, and Y
ability to witness to the faith ;
make the missionaries effective with children and
teens. Totus Tuus will take place July 22-26 from
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and is open to all rising 1st-6th
graders. To register, visit bit.ly/smctotustuus24.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

ToTUus TUUS

This summer, there will
be a historic National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage
accompanying Jesus from
city to city across the four
corners of the country.
This historic procession
of the Eucharist will come
through Nashville between June 26-30. Visit www.
eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-juan-diego-route for
more information about this event, and stay tuned for
more on our parish’s participation in this pilgimage.

Pilgrimage

National

Eucharistic
Congress

INDIANAPOLIS
JULY 17 - 21,2024
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YOUTH MINISTRY

EIGHTH GRADE NIGHT TONIGHT

Tonight’s the night! Eighth graders, come see

what you’ll be getting yourself into next year as a
freshman! We will have a classic pizza dinner, a
crazy group game, and a discussion on an important
topic. Meet us at the concrete benches in front of the
church. Please register so we have an idea of how
much food to get.

EIGHTH
RISE

@? | Ty
B4l SPRING
ol 2024

IN THE COHAN

HANSOM TO REGISTER CONTACT
AHANNING@STMATTHEWTN.ORG

UPCOMING SCHOOL LUNCH VISITS

FATHER RYAN HIGH SCHOOL
Monday, April 29
All four lunch periods

JAMES LAWSON HIGH SCHOOL
Wednesday, May 1
Morning PLT

HOMESCHOOL LUNCH
Tuesday, May 7
12-1:30 p.m. in the PCC

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education
tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Want to learn about the faith? Visit

http://hit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

MISSION TRIP

This June, the Rise Youth Group will go with
Alive in You to Mobile, Alabama! Over 200 young
Catholics from around the U.S. will join us, all
with one goal in mind: to serve others as Jesus

did. Registration will remain open until May 1 or
until all Saint Matthew’s spots are filled. Spots are
limited and first-come, first-serve so act fast! For
more information and FAQs, visit the mission trip
webpage bit.ly/smcaliveinyou24.

...ISH

DAYSLEFT UNTIL

—

'SAINT MATTHEW

MISSION TRIP

@ SAINT MATTHEW YOUTH GROUP

ANTOINETTE HANNING
Director of Youth Ministry
ahanning@stmatthewtn.org
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 ~ SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Justin Raines Father Tien Tran Bill Forte Lachlan Cameron
Pastor Associate Pastor Deacon Deacon
frraines@stmatthewtn.org frtran@stmatthewtn.org bforte@stmatthewtn.org lcameron@stmatthewtn.org

Rebecca Harding Antoinette Hanning Tony Jesse Kelly Ott
Dir. of Music Ministry Dir. of Youth Ministry Dir. of Religious Ed. Pastoral Associate
rharding@stmatthewtn.org ahanning@stmatthewtn.org tjesse@stmatthewtn.org kott@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Leslie Holt Dr. Anthony Simpson Lori Bellante Bill Stewart

Dir. of Operations SMS Principal SMS Advancement Director Dir. of Finance
lholt@stmatthewtn.org asimpson@stmatthewtn.org Ibellante@stmatthewtn.org bstewart@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel Cynthia Myers Margaret Cook Lisa Newman

Dir. Comm./Stewardship Facility Coordinator Reception Accounts Payable Clerk
mstrobel @stmatthewtn.org cmyers@stmatthewtn.org mcook@stmatthewtn.org Inewman@stmatthewtn.org
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