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PARISH INFORMATION
CONTACT US:

535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

info@stmatthewtn.org

(615) 646-0378

www.stmatthewtn.org

@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Justin Raines

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Father Tien Tran

DEACONS:
Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte

MASS SCHEDULE
MASS

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)

Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.
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- MONTHLY/YEAR TO DATE UPDATE -

ACTUAL BUDGET

JANUARY 2023 $133,558 $144,714

FISCAL YTD (JULY ‘22 - JANUARY ‘23) $932,532 $969,556

YTD: 3.8% ($37,024) BELOW BUDGET

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(FEBRUARY 6-12, 2023)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For Lisa Wright
 • Gn 1:1-19
 • Mk 6:53-56

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Gary Bonn
 • Gn 1:20—2:4a
 • Mk 7:1-13

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
   Peter Abolins
 • Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17
 • Mk 7:14-23

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   George John Forbes
 • Gn 2:18-25
 • Mk 7:24-30

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Edward Patrick Bresnan
 • Gn 3:1-8
 • Mk 7:31-37

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME

• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
   Lourdes Remedios
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
   For the People
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
   Isobel Walsh
 • Sir 15:15-20
 • 1 Cor 2:6-10
 • Mt 5:17-37

   Special Intention
   May they rest in peace

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Capital Needs

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Altar Society

PARISH NEWS

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SAINT MATTHEW!
MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY ON OUR GIVING PAGE:

www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving

- FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 29, 2023 -

PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS,  
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH $21,567

SECOND COLLECTION: TUITION ASSISTANCE $567

ST. GIANNA CIRCLE MOTHERS MINISTRY BRING YOUR KIDS 
NIGHT - TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

All Saint Matthew mothers are invited to bring their kids with them to the 
next St. Gianna Circle Mothers Ministry monthly meeting this Tuesday, 
February 7! The St. Gianna Circle will be partnering with our Family Social 
Ministry to stuff blessing bags for the homeless and sort winter items for 
Catholic Charities. The event will take place from 7-9 p.m. in the Cohan-
Hansom building. To register, visit bit.ly/sgcbringyourkidsnight. Please 
contact Elizabeth Abaray at elizabeth.abaray@live.com if you have any 
questions. We hope to see you there!

SGC CATHOLIC CHARITIES WINTER DRIVE ENDS TOMORROW

This is the final call for the St. Gianna Circle Winter Drive, benefitting 
Catholic Charities of Tennessee! The drive ends tomorrow, February 6. 
Items needed include new or gently used blankets, jackets, sleeping bags, 
tents, sleeping pads, gloves, hats, socks, etc. To view the Amazon Wish 
List, visit www.amzn.to/3EW5sMs (case sensitive). All donations can be 
dropped off in the bin under the table next to the training chapel by the end 
of the day tomorrow. Questions? Contact elizabeth.abaray@live.com.
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REGISTER FOR OUR FEBURARY LUNCH BUNCH

We can’t wait to welcome 
everyone back for our 
February Lunch Bunch! 
Lunch Bunch is our 
parish’s monthly social 
gathering for senior 
members of the community. 
We will gather in the 
Narthex on the second 

Tuesday of every month for lunch, fun, fellowship, 
and bingo. Our next event is on Tuesday, February 
14 from noon – 2 p.m. The cost of entry will be $10 
(collected at the door). We also ask that you bring an 
unwrapped gift for the prize table (gift cards, baked 
goods, new or gently-used items in good condition 
valued between $10-20). Registrations can be made 
online at www.bit.ly/smclunchbunchfeb. If you have 
any questions, please contact Martin Strobel at 
mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org or (615) 550-5101.

PARISH NEWS

“FOLLOWING CHRIST: A MEN’S RETREAT” 
HOSTED BY KofC COUNCIL #12012

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE MEN’S CLUB FISH 
FRIES

Our Knights of Columbus Council will be hosting 
a men’s retreat for Saint Matthew and St. Henry 
parishioners at Camp Marymount! All men of the 
parish (18 and over) are invited to attend. The 
retreat will begin Thursday, February 16  at 6 p.m. 
and conclude on Friday, February 17 at 3 p.m. The 
retreat will include three meals, talks given by Fr. 
Mark Beckman and others, and an opportunity for 
quiet reflection, small group sharing and social time 
around a bonfire. Join us for this opportunity to take 
a time apart and enjoy community with men in our 
parish. Stay tuned for more information. If you have 
any questions, please contact Buist Richardson at 
buist.richardson@avisonyoung.com.

Be sure to mark your calendars for this year’s Fish 
Fries, taking place on Friday, February 24, and 
Friday, March 31. More information will be made 
available soon, including a menu and the pre-order 
link. If you have any questions or are interested in 
helping out with this event, please contact the Men’s 
Club at mensclub@stmatthewtn.org.

OLD PALMS NEEDED

RESPECT FOR LIFE MINISTRY

We are collecting palms from previous Palm 
Sundays to make ashes for this year’s Ash 
Wednesday Mass. We will have a basket in the 
Narthex before and after all of our weekend liturgies 
before Ash Wednesday. If you have old palms that 
you would like to donate, please feel free to drop 
them off in the basket. Thank you!

The Saint Matthew Respect for Life Ministry is 
gearing up for another year of prayerful action, and 
all are invited to join our efforts in defending and 
protecting the unborn, the most vulnerable in our 
society. As Pope St. John Paul II said, “The first and 
most fundamental of all human rights is the right to 
life, and when this right is denied all other rights are 
threatened.” If you are interested in learning more 
and getting involved, please contact Mary Starr at 
maryestarr25@gmail.com.

SMS SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS NOW 
OPEN

SMS Camp Registration is now open! Join us this 
summer at Saint Matthew School for four sessions 
of summer camp fun. If your child is interested in 
flag football, dodgeball, basketball, soccer, art, or 
cheerleading, SMS is the place to be! Visit 
bit.ly/smscamp23 to register. If you have any 
questions, please contact Josh Edmondson at 
jedmondson@stmatthewtn.org.

BECOME A GIFT BEARER

We are looking for volunteers to be offertory 
gift bearers at each of our weekend Masses. All 
parishioners—individuals and families—are invited 
to sign up. To register, visit bit.ly/smcgiftbearer.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM 

SAINT MATTHEW.
www.stmatthewtn.org
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WE ARE HIRING!

Visit us at 
dioceseofnashville.com/careers

PARISH NEWS

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Follow Saint Matthew to deepen your Catholic faith 
on your favorite social media platform! Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to keep up with 
everything happening here on Sneed Road.

 SaintMatthewCatholicChurch
 @stmatthewtn
 c/SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and information 
from Saint Matthew Catholic Church! Join our email 
list today to receive our regular newsletters, updates 
on upcoming events, and more. To join our list, visit 
bit.ly/smcemailsignup and fill out the form.

PICK OF THE WEEK - FEBRUARY 5

BERNADETTE

Millions of people each year go on pilgrimage 
to Lourdes, a place where miracles frequently 
occur. Explore the origins of this miraculous 
place of encounter with the Lord in this 
movie which depicts Mary’s apparitions to St. 
Bernadette. 

To watch this title and many more like it, visit 
FORMED.org and sign up using our parish zip 
code (37069).

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY CONFERENCE 
AT SAINT MATTHEW CHURCH

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a Catholic charity 
helping the poor through prayer, food, and financial 
intervention. We exist to sanctify our members 
and to assist, discreetly and nonjudgmentally, 
those experiencing hunger or financial distress. If 
this ministry appeals to you, or if you know of a 
parishioner or others in need of help, we invite you 
to contact our help line (615-550-5130) and we will 
return your call.

ST. JOSEPH’S MEN

Men, take some time this year to grow closer to 
Jesus. One way you can do this is by joining our St. 
Joseph’s Men ministry. St. Joseph’s Men is our faith 
formation ministry for men that meets Thursday 
nights and explores ways to learn and live out the 
faith. To join St. Joseph’s Men, sign up at 
bit.ly/smcstjosephsmen. 
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CBL MONTHLY BREAKFAST MEETING

Join the Catholic Business League February 9th for 
its February breakfast as it welcomes Bishop Mark 
Spalding as the speaker, who will be discussing his 
first five years as bishop of the Diocese of Nashville. 
The meeting begins at 7:45 a.m. in the Fleming 
Center at the Cathedral following Mass at 7 a.m. 
More information is available at 
www.catholicbusinessleague.org.

COMMUNITY NEWS

VISITATION HOSPITAL FOUNDATION SEEKING 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

TOGETHER IN HOLINESS CONFERENCE - 
FEBRUARY 18

Visitation Hospital Foundation, located in Bellevue, 
is searching for a Director of Development to 
oversee fundraising efforts of its Visitation Clinic 
and soon-to-be surgery center in southwest 
Haiti. The candidate should have three years 
of development experience with a non-profit 
organization, be a self-starter, and possess a 
passion for serving the poorest of the poor. The 
candidate will work with the executive director 
and will oversee fundraising efforts including 
donor solicitation, grant research, preparing annual 
development plan, some social media, event 
management and more. Some travel and public 
speaking engagements may be required. For more 
information and the full job description, email 
visitationhospital2008@gmail.com.

Join us for the third annual Together in Holiness 
marriage conference presented by the St. John Paul 
II Foundation and the Diocese of Nashville. This 
one-day conference provides an opportunity for 
quality time with your spouse and includes dynamic 
presentations, Mass celebrated by Bishop Spalding, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and more. For more info, visit 
www.togetherinholiness.org. For questions, please 
email sydney@forlifeandfamily.org.

Join us for this year’s Mane Event, benefitting Saint Matthew School, taking place this Saturday, 
February 11 at 6 p.m. We are excited to return to Tee Line Nashville, and we are so grateful to 
have Coyne Oral Surgery as our presenting sponsor again this year! This year’s theme is FIRE & 
ICE. In addition to curling and bowling, we will have a whiskey tasting that evening. It is not too 
late to purchase tickets for the event! Details on our live and silent auctions, buying tickets and 
sponsorships, and more are available online at www.maneevent23.givesmart.com and on the school 
website. Questions? Contact event chairs Erin Pryles at epryles@gmail.com or Susan Mercer at 
susan.l.mercer5@gmail.com.
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In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus presents us with three 
images that represent God’s people and what they are to 
do. Those images are salt, mountains, and light.

Salt was a highly valued mineral and an expensive 
commodity in the ancient world. Many cultures used salt 
as a seasoning, a preservative, a disinfectant, a component 
of ceremonial offerings, and a unit of exchange. Salt, as a 
chemical compound, cannot change. Because salt cannot 
be altered, or ruined, it is naturally pure. Therefore, 
Biblically speaking salt represents that which is pure and 
can’t be defiled. One such example occurs when Elisha 
went out to the spring of water and threw salt in it, saying, 
“Thus says the LORD, ‘I have purified these waters; there 
shall no longer be death or unfruitfulness from there any 
longer.’” Because salt was a sign of permanence and 
purity, God forever aligned His kingdom with Israel’s by 
a “covenant of salt” (see 2 Chronicles 13: 5-8, Leviticus 
2:13, Ezekiel 43:24).

Jesus next invokes an image of a “city on a mountain.” 
While some translations describe a hill, you get the point – 
He is giving us a vision of a high point. A mountain or hill 
stands above the rest and arouses one to ascend to a higher 
place. More importantly, the hill itself gives to those below. 
Without the peaks of hills and mountains all the plains and 
valleys would be as barren as the Sahara for the flow of 
water from the mountains that give us rivers and reservoirs 
by which creates earth’s fertility. Therefore, this city set 
way above is simultaneously meant to serve those below 
and inspire them to climb higher.

Lastly, the image of light explains that all can see fully 
with it, and all are drawn to its illumination. Light’s self-
giving quality projects outward, allowing the scope of one’s 
vision to be enhanced. Moreover, those in the dark that 
can’t see eagerly attempt to be in the presence of light.

While we might take salt, hills, and light for granted in 
our society, these visuals were viewed as more precious in 
ancient cultures. Just as now, salt was used in Jesus’ time 
for flavoring, as a preservative, and as a healing agent. 
Similarly, the widespread use of electricity in the modern 
world makes us less aware of the value and importance of 
light in our lives.  Yet, we are called to do what all three 
do – use itself for the gift of the other. How this plays out is 
as our faith increases and allows us to be wiser, purer, and 
ascend to greatness, we must use the God-given attributes 
in our faith to draw others to God. To be sure, this is not an 
easy proposition, but as God inspires us, we, in turn, can be 
God’s instrument to bring others to Him.

TONY’S REFLECTION
WHAT DO SALT, MOUNTAINS, AND LIGHT 

HAVE IN COMMON?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Save the Dates - March 22 
and 23 - for our Speaker 
Series at Saint Matthew. Dr. 
Ryan Hanning will join us 
with intriguing and 
invigorating talks both 
evenings. Dr. Hanning is a 
Professor of Theology and 
Catholic Studies as well as 

an instructor and mentor for the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville’s Catechetical Institute. 
In addition to numerous teaching and consulting 
roles, he also writes and speaks internationally. 
Topics in our series will include “Building Habits 
for Lasting Happiness” and “The Mission of the 
Family in Today’s World.” Watch for details soon!

Totus Tuus and VBS will be 
back this summer at Saint 
Matthew the week of June 
25-30. Totus Tuus is led by a 
team of college-aged 
missionaries and is designed to 
spread the good news of Jesus 
and create joy in the faith. The 
Totus Tuus day program is open 
to rising 1st-6th grade students. 

Rising preschool and kindergarten students are 
invited to attend Stellar VBS the week of June 
26-30. At Stellar, kids will launch into an out-of-
this-world adventure to discover the riches of the 
Catholic faith. Registration for both Totus Tuus and 
VBS will open February 8.

SAINT MATTHEW SPEAKER SERIES: RYAN 
HANNING

SAVE THE DATE FOR TOTUS TUUS & VBS!

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

This Lenten season, prepare your interior life to be 
transformed closer to the suffering and joy of Christ 
through study and meditation. If you are interested 
in joining a Bible study this Lent at Saint Matthew, 
please visit bit.ly/smclentenbiblestudy.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

SEARCH RETREATS

YOUTH 2000

Various dates in 2022-23

February 24-26, 2023

Registration for the 2022-2023 SEARCH season is 
now open at soundscatholic.com! Save the dates: 
SEARCH 376: Mar 24-26 | SEARCH 377: Apr 28-30

Registration is now open for Youth 2000! This retreat 
will be held at St. Philip Catholic Church in Franklin 
from February 24-26. This retreat is open to middle 
school and high school students ages 13 and up. To 
register for this retreat, visit bit.ly/smcyouth2000. We 
hope to see you there!

AROUND THE DIOCESE
Take a look at these upcoming youth events taking 
place around our diocese.

LIFE TEEN THIS WEEKEND & BEYOND

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR SERVIO DEO

We look forward to seeing everyone at Life Teen 
from 5-7 p.m. tonight, February 5, in the parish 
conference center. See you there! 

Upcoming Life Teen Dates
• No Life Teen February 12 & 19 (Winter Break)
• February 24-26: Youth 2000 Retreat in Franklin
• March 5: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• No Life Teen March 12 & 19 (Spring Break)
• March 26: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• April 2: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• April 9: Happy Easter! No Life Teen this day
• April 16: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• No Life Teen April 23
• No Life Teen April 30 (First Communion at Saint  
  Matthew)
• May 7: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• May 14: Life Teen as usual, 5-7 p.m., PCC
• May 21: Time for Exams and Graduation!
• May 28: End-of-School-Year Party
• Summer 2023: June 10-17 - Fort Myers Servio Deo 
  Mission Trip

Registration is now open for Servio Deo! This year, 
we will be traveling to Fort Myers, Florida, to assist 
the communities affected by Hurricane Ian. The trip 
will take place from June 10-17 and is open to all 
7th-12th graders in the Saint Matthew community. 
Register online at bit.ly/smcserviodeo23. We are 
also in need of chaperones for the event. Questions? 
Contact Lisa Vegors at lvegors@stmatthewtn.org.

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

LISA VEGORS
Interim Youth Director

lvegors@stmatthewtn.org
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

 S A I N T  M A T T H E W  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Justin Raines
Pastor

frraines@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Associate Pastor

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Lisa Vegors
Interim Youth Director

lvegors@stmatthewtn.org

Lachlan Cameron
Deacon

lcameron@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations

lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org

Dawn Spiegl
Dir. of Technology

dspiegl@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator

cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Margaret Cook
Reception

mcook@stmatthewtn.org

Cindy Leonard
Dir. of Finance

cleonard@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Tim Forbes
SMS Principal

tforbes@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org


