Saint Matthew

CATHOLIC CHURCH

DEEPENING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TOGETHER

DECEMBER 25 + THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)

“FOR TODAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID, A SAVIOR HAS
BEEN BORN FOR YOU WHO IS CHRISTAND LORD.”

MASS SCHEDULE PARISH INFORMATION
Mon., Tues '"Y"I}ﬁlsrss Fri. | 8 am CONTACT US: PASTOR:
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.) © 535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069 Father Justin Raines
Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m. B info@stmatthewtn.org ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Ho?;rll)d:}}lls||88:3a0ni.rr;;cl)rll a7.rg'm & (615) 646-0378 Father Tien Tran
CONFESSION @ www.stmatthewtn.org DEACONS:
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m. @ @saintMatthewCatholicChurch Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.



LITURGY SCHEDULE
(DEC 26, 2022 - JAN 1, 2023)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
¢ 8:00 a.m. Mass
T William & Julia Tadel

e Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59

e Mt 10:17-22

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27
¢ 8:00 a.m. Mass
T Daniel Passarella
e1Jnl:1-4
e Jn 20:1a and 2-8

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
* 7:00 p.m. Mass
T Anna Grace Miller
e1Jn1:5—2:2
e Mt 2:13-18

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
¢ 8:00 a.m. Mass
T William & Jeanne Lawson
e 1Jn2:3-11
e Lk 2:22-35

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
* 8:00 a.m. Mass
© For the Tran Family

e Sir 3:2-6, 12-14

* Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD

* 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
7 Jan Tabernik
¢ 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
©> For the People
* 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
© For the Tran Family
* Nm 6:22-27
* Gal 4:4-7
* Lk 2:16-21

¥ Special Intention
T May they rest in peace
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AINT MATTHEW CATHO

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

- FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 18, 2022 -

PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS, $49 810
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH ’
SECOND COLLECTION: PARISH CHARITY $1,665

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Christmas
NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Solemnity of Mary/Capital Needs

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SAINT MATTHEW! Eﬁ?
MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY ON OUR GIVING PAGE: %
OO

www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving
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PARISH NEWS

CHRISTMAS BREAK OFFICE CLOSURES

Saint Matthew Catholic Church and School offices
are closed for Christmas break. The church offices
will reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. Saint
Matthew School will reopen on Thursday, January 5,
2023.

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS
Stock and IRA contributions take time to process.
All contributions must be postmarked by Saturday,
December 31 to be credited toward your 2022
contributions. If you are interested in making a stock
or IRA gift before the year’s end, please contact
Cindy Leonard in the business office at
(615) 550-5107 to start the process. Thank you for
your generous support!

SAINT MATTHEW NURSERY SURVEY

We want to hear from you! The Saint Matthew
Nursery Ministry is planning for the new year and
is conducting a simple survey to learn more about
the needs of our parish. If you would like to take the
survey, please visit bit.ly/smcnurserysurvey. Thank
you for participating!

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - JANUARY 6

Time slots are available for our First Friday
Adoration on January 6, 2023. Time slots are
available in 30-minute increments. If you would like
to spend more time in prayer with our Lord, you can
sign up for two or more consecutive time slots. To
register, visit bit.ly/smcfirstfridayadorationjan23.

BECOME A GIFT BEARER

We are looking for volunteers to be offertory

gift bearers at each of our weekend Masses. All
parishioners—individuals and families—are invited
to sign up. To register, visit bit.ly/smcgiftbearer.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY REQUESTS

Do you have a loved one who is homebound or in
an assisted living community and cannot make it to
Mass? We have ministers available to serve! Our
Homebound Ministry delivers Holy Communion to
those who are unable to make it to Mass. To learn
more, contact Kelly Ott at kott@stmatthewtn.org.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Next Sunday, January 1, 2023, we will celebrate the
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. This is a holy
day of obligation in the Church. We will celebrate
Mass at our usual weekend Mass times. The Vigil
Mass will be held on Saturday, December 31 at 5
p.m. On Sunday, we will celebrate Mass at 8:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Please make plans to attend one of these
liturgies.

PRAYING AS A FAMILY WORKSHOP

Our St. Gianna Circle
¥ Mother’s Ministry
¢! invites ALL parents
. (mothers and fathers) to
£ attend the Praying as a
8| [amily workshop,
hosted by Sister Jane
Dominic. Praying
together not only
enriches family life, but
also leads the Catholic family toward its primary
goal: the holiness and salvation of each member.
This wonderful workshop provides a simple and
easy-to-implement plan for family prayer. The
workshop will take place on Tuesday, January 10
from 7-9 p.m. in the Cohan-Hansom Building.
Registration is strongly encouraged. To register, visit
bit.ly/sgcprayingasafamily.
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PRAYING AS A FAMILY ¢

GROWING TOGETHER IN FAITHAND LOVE EACH DAY
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JOIN THE SAINT MATTHEW MEN’S CLUB

The Saint Matthew Men’s Club provides an active
social forum for the men of the parish. We are here
to support the parish and each other through faith,
works, and philanthropy. All male parishioners over
the age of 18 are eligible to become active members
of the Men’s Club. Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, January 5 at 7 p.m. in the Cohan-Hansom
Building. We hope to see you there!

VISITOUR WEBSITE FOR MORE
NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM

oG
% SAINT MATTHEW.

Ei : www.stmatthewtn.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS!



PARISH NEWS

JOIN THE SAINT MATTHEW SCHOOL CASH
BACK REWARDS PROGRAMS!

FREE MONEY'! Did you know that Saint Matthew
School can earn money from Amazon, Kroger and
Publix when you shop? With Christmas coming
and lots of online and food shopping, help us earn
the FREE MONEY that these organizations will
donate just for shopping at their stores. It’s easy! For
Kroger, sign into your Kroger account select “Saint
Matthew Church” under Community Rewards. For
Publix, log in to your account and select My Publix
Partner on the right side of the page. Search for
“Saint Matthew Home and School Association,”
select, save changes, and start shopping! For
Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com and sign in with
your Amazon username and password. Click the
“Get Started” button and search for “Church of St
Matthew Franklin.” Our listing will have “Franklin,
TN” below our name. Save changes and shop!

FORMED

PICKOF THE WEEK - DECEMBER 25

FORGIVE

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION

FORGIVEN - SESSION 1:
WHERE ARE YOU?

As we make resolutions for 2023, don’t forget
about your spiritual well-being! Watch our
Forgiven series, so you can help yourself and guide
friends and family to new spiritual beginnings.

To watch this title and many more like it, visit
FORMED.org and sign up using our parish zip
code (37069).

APPLICATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR
SAINT MATTHEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Applications are being accepted for all grade levels
at Saint Matthew School for the 2023-2024 school
year. For grades 1-8, applications are due in January
but can be submitted now. To apply, learn more, or
schedule a visit, go to www.stmatthewtn.org/school/
admissions or contact the advancement office at
(615) 550-5106.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Follow Saint Matthew to deepen your Catholic faith
on your favorite social media platform! Find us on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to keep up with
everything happening here on Sneed Road.

© saintMatthewCatholicChurch
© @stmatthewtn
O c/SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and information
from Saint Matthew Catholic Church! Join our email
list today to receive our regular newsletters, updates

on upcoming events, and more. To join our list, visit

bit.ly/smcemailsignup and fill out the form.

WE ARE HIRING!

Visit us at
dioceseofnashville.com/careers
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COMMUNITY NEWS

PURCHASE THE DIOCESE OF NASHVILLE: A
FAMILY OF FAITH BOOK

Diocese of Nashville: A Family of Faith is an
elegant, large-format coffee table book capturing
four centuries of the Catholic Church in Middle
Tennessee. With more than 300 color images created
by a Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer and the
incredible history of the Diocese told in breathtaking
style, this inspiring book also contains colorful,
detailed profiles of each of the Diocese’s 60 parishes,
including Saint Matthew. This book can be yours for
only $50 + shipping and handling. To purchase the
book, visit dioceseofnashville.com/family-of-faith.

HEART OF MARY HOUSE

Heart of Mary House is a ministry that operates

out of an existing house on the property of St.
Edward Church. Its mission is to create a home-like
environment to the underserved who have a terminal
prognosis. Visit www.stedward.org/heart-of-mary

to learn more about this unique ministry and the
various ways you can help. For further information,
please contact Kim Derrick, Founder and Director at
Heart of Mary House, stedwardhomh(@gmail.com or
(615) 504-8542.

TOGETHER IN HOLINESS CONFERENCE -
FEBRUARY 18

Join us for the third annual Together in Holiness
marriage conference presented by the St. John Paul
II Foundation and the Diocese of Nashville. This
one-day conference provides an opportunity for
quality time with your spouse and includes dynamic
presentations, Mass celebrated by Bishop Spalding,
Eucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, on-site child
care and more. Dr. Leonard J. DeLorenzo will be the
featured speaker. The event will be held on February
18 from 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. The cost is $64/couple and $40/individual.
Early bird discounts are available through Monday,
January 9. For more information and to register, visit
www.togetherinholiness.org. For questions, please
email sydney@forlifeandfamily.org.

WHAT’S ON NASHVILLE CATHOLIC RADIO?

We are back for a new season at Nashville Catholic
Radio! Listen to the classic “We Believe” show,
which put Nashville Catholic Radio on the airwaves,
on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. Tune in to Nashville Catholic
Radio via 100.5FM or streaming online at
www.nashvillecr.com.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL FOR MINISTRIES:

WE DID IT!

We are pleased to announce that our parish has reached its goal
in the 2022 Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries!

50%

Saint Matthew’s goal for this year’s appeal was $115,390. We

0%

are currently over 100% of that goal with a total of $115,699
raised in the appeal.

We’d like to thank everyone who made a gift to the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal this year for generously supporting the Church
in Middle Tennessee.

Your contributions will go a long way in helping important
ministries and services that carry forth the Bishop’s mission and
vision, including adult and youth catechesis, support for clergy,

sacramental marriage, Catholic schools and much more.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!



TONY’S REFLECTION
JOY TO THE WORLD

In many of the great Christmas entertainments we watch,
there are villains who threaten to keep Christmas from
coming. The Grinch wanted to steal Christmas away

by pilfering its decorations — but the people celebrated
Christmas anyway. Scrooge would have the day and its
humbug killed off by the sheer force of his stinginess — but
he later comes to regret his joylessness, and in the end, he,
too, keeps the festive day.

In the real Christmas story, we see villains abound. King
Herod wanted to kill the newborn King. In the early
centuries of the Church, heretics attempted to alter the
meaning of Christmas by denying the Incarnation. Gnostics
and Docetists claimed that Jesus wasn’t really human

and did not come to us through a Child born on Christmas
day, while Arians denied that Jesus was God. In our day,

a prominent spokesperson of the World Economic Forum
declared that “Jesus is fake news."”

However, all these efforts to thwart God’s plan and actions
in our world fade away in celebrations just like today. The
joy of Christmas cannot be crushed or silenced by outside
forces. In fact, Christmas joy may expand in the face of
opposition, as we can see in the case of the Grinch and
Scrooge. In a world full of lies and darkness, Christmas
shines uniquely as a beacon of truth and light. The faithful’s
response to this divine illumination in our chaotic world

is of awe and finally joy. Joy surfaces because we are in
desperate need of Christ.

You can’t help but witness joy on Christmas day. This joy
includes all people. It comprises the elite, represented

by the Magi, and the poor, represented by the shepherds.
What both groups have in common is their joy. Even people
who don’t seem to have a clue about what Christmas is
really about will sense joy at the heart of Christmas. While
Christmas commercialism often makes me wince, in a way,
it’s an acknowledgment of Christmas joy. Consumerism is
our feeble human way to attempt to put joy on this day —
giving people gifts. Pope Benedict observed, “*Why do we
give gifts? Because God has given Himself to us as a gift,
wrapping His divinity in true humanity.” Our secular “'joy”’
in giving and getting stuff on Christmas in a way alludes to
the entire world receiving the gift of Jesus.

Life is filled with short-term bursts of happiness, but
sustained joy is rare to find. We can find that sustained
joy when we realize the meaning of Christmas - that God
loves us so much, He has come into our world and remains
with us to the close of time (Matt. 28:21). Life is a grind.

However, these days and moments of joy can get us through.

Today, Christmas day, let the joy of Christ’s birth into our
human world encircle you with joy. Let this day sparkle as
beaming light among the rest of the days you live.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
PRESENCE SERIES: COMING SOON!

I'( 1CC

THEMYSTERY OF THEEUCHARJSITE
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&

Join us this January for Presence. As we continue to
celebrate the Year of Eucharistic Revival, this special
series from FORMED explores the truth and beauty
of Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist, from its
origins in Sacred Scripture to its profound role in the
life of the Church and her members. The series will
run between the Masses (9:30-10:45 a.m.) January
15, 22, and 29 in the parish conference center.
Register online at bit.ly/smcpresence23.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTER FOR OUR CONFIRMATION RETREAT

Confirmation Retreat registration is open! Our retreat
will be Saturday, January 28 at Camp Marymount in
Fairview, TN. At the retreat, students will encounter
an inspirational message that will awaken their soul
as they prepare for Confirmation. To register for the
retreat, visit bit.ly/smcconfirmationretreat22.

CONFIRMATION RETREAT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

You can be an instrumental part in guiding

and preparing our teens for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. We are looking for adult and high-
school age volunteers to help with various roles at
our Confirmation Retreat on January 28. If you are
interested, visit bit.ly/smcconfirmationretreatvol22.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

LIFE TEEN ON CHRISTMAS BREAK!

Our Life Teen program is on Christmas break! Our
next Life Night will be on Sunday, January 8. We
hope you have a Merry Christmas!

HIGH SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We are in need of high school volunteers to help with
the Saint Matthew Confirmation Retreat on Saturday,
January 28. We are looking for volunteers who are
willing to lead small groups, help with activities, and
lead talks. The retreat will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

at Camp Marymount. This is a great opportunity for
service hours. If you are interested, please fill out the
form at bit.ly/smcconfirmationretreatvol22.

SAVE THE DATE FOR SERVIO DEO

SERVIO DEO | FORT MYERS

Save the Date
June 10 -17, 2023

Saint Matthew will once again participate in Servio
Deo for our annual summer mission trip! This year,
we will be traveling to Fort Myers, Florida, to assist
the communities affected by Hurricane Ian. There

is much work to be done, and we will need many
hands to help. The trip will take place from June 10-
17,2023, and is open to all 7th-12th graders in the
Saint Matthew community. More information will be
made available soon. Mark your calendars for this
important service opportunity.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Take a look at these upcoming youth events taking
place around our diocese.

YOUTH 2000
February 24-26, 2023

Save the date! Youth 2000 will be held at St. Philip
Catholic Church. More information to come.

SEARCH RETREATS
Various dates in 2022-23

Registration for the 2022-2023 SEARCH season is
now open at soundscatholic.com! Save the dates:
SEARCH 376: Mar 24-26 | SEARCH 377: Apr 28-30

WORLD YOUTH DAY
July 28-August 8, 2023

The Diocese of Nashville is going to World Youth
Day in 2023! All youth of the diocese ages 16 and up
are invited to attend. For more information on WYD,
visit soundscatholic.com/world-youth-day.

“THE WORLD OFFERS YOU COMFORT.
BUT YOU WERE NOT MADE FOR
COMFORT. YOU WERE MADE FOR
GREATNESS.”

- POPE BENEDICT XVI

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education
tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://hit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

LISA VEGORS
Interim Youth Director
Ivegors@stmatthewtn.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.om. CHURCH: 615-646-0378  SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Justin Raines Father Tien Tran Bill Forte Lachlan Cameron
Pastor Associate Pastor Deacon Deacon
frraines@stmatthewtn.org frtran@stmatthewtn.org bforte@stmatthewtn.org lcameron@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse Joel Bolen Kelly Ott Lisa Vegors
Dir. of Religious Ed. Dir. of Music Ministries Pastoral Associate Interim Youth Director
tjesse@stmatthewtn.org jbolen@stmatthewtn.org kott@stmatthewtn.org Ivegors@stmatthewtn.org

My
-

PRESENTED BY

e, « Yy

cO

SAVE THE DATE! Join us for this year’s Mane Event, benefitting Saint Matthew School, on Saturday,
February 11, 2023 at 6 p.m. We are excited to return to Tee Line Nashville, and we are so grateful to
have Coyne Oral Surgery as our presenting sponsor again this year! This year’s theme is FIRE & ICE.
In addition to curling and bowling, we will have a whiskey tasting that evening. Details on donating
auction items, buying tickets and sponsorships, and more are available online at
www.maneevent23.givesmart.com and on the school website. Questions? Contact event chairs Erin
Pryles at epryles@gmail.com or Susan Mercer at susan.l.mercer5@gmail.com.
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