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PARISH INFORMATIONMASS SCHEDULE
MASS

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)

Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.

CONTACT US:
535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

info@stmatthewtn.org

(615) 646-0378

www.stmatthewtn.org

@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Justin Raines

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Father Tien Tran

DEACONS:
Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
(JULY 25-31, 2022)

MONDAY, JULY 25 
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Joseph Thin Nguyen
 • 2 Cor 4:7-15
 • Mt 20:20-28

TUESDAY, JULY 26
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Dr. Mike Miller
 • Jer 14:17-22
 • Mt 13:36-43

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
   Heather Conn Craig
 • Jer 15:10, 16-21
 • Mt 13:44-46

THURSDAY, JULY 28
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Richard Rajotte
 • Jer 18:1-6
 • Mt 13:47-53

FRIDAY, JULY 29
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Thomas Shaughnessy
 • Jer 26:1-9
 • Jn 11:19-27

EIGHTTEENTH SUNDAY OF 
ORDINARY TIME

• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
   For Lucy Bittner
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
   For the People
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
   Joseph Bianco
 • Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23
 • Col 3:1-5, 9-11
 • Lk 12:13-21

   Special Intention
   May they rest in peace

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Debt Reduction

PARISH NEWS

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

- FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 17, 2022 -

PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS,  
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH $18,837

SECOND COLLECTION: HAITI MISSION $941

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SAINT MATTHEW!
MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY ON OUR GIVING PAGE:

www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving

COMMUNITY SUNDAY RETURNS - SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

FATHER RAINES INSTALLATION MASS - SUNDAY, AUGUST 14

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE SAINT MATTHEW MINISTRY FAIR - 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21

We are excited to announce the return of Community Sunday beginning 
in August! The first event will be held on Sunday, August 7 after each of 
the Masses. All parishioners are invited to join us in the Cohan-Hansom 
Building for fellowship with our parish community. We will provide coffee, 
donuts, juice, and other treats for all to enjoy. We hope to see you there!

On July 24, 1992, our parish came together to celebrate the dedication of 
this building, setting it as the sacred gathering place for our community. This 
weekend, we come together once again in this building to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of this momentous milestone. We ask God to continue to bless 
this building and community for many more years to come, as we continue 
our mission to invite, welcome, love and support all of God’s people.

Join us for Fr. Raines’ Installation Mass on Sunday, August 14 at 11 a.m. 
Bishop Spalding will be here to celebrate Mass and install Fr. Raines as the 
next pastor here at Saint Matthew. We will also host a welcome reception 
for Fr. Raines immediately following the Mass in the Cohan-Hansom 
Building. All are invited to attend.

Saint Matthew will host its annual Ministry Fair on Sunday, August 21 
between the Masses in the Cohan-Hansom Building. All are invited to 
attend and learn more about our many ministry offerings. More information 
will be made available soon. Please make plans to attend.

30th Anniversary of the Dedication of the Church Building
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PARISH NEWS

DO YOU HAVE A LOVED ONE IN AN ASSISTED 
LIVING COMMUNITY?
We have ministers available to serve your loved 
ones staying at NHC Place at the Trace and The 
Lodge at Natchez Trace, but we must be aware of 
their situation in order to schedule regular visits. If 
you have a loved one at either of these communities 
who would like to receive Holy Communion, please 
contact Kelly Ott by phone at (615) 550-5141 or by 
email at kott@stmatthewtn.org.

REGISTER FOR OUR FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION
Registration is now open for our next First Friday 
Adoration on August 5. As we prepare to start the 
new school year, we will return to our normal 24-
hour exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Time 
slots are available from 8:30 a.m. on Friday, August 
5 through 8 a.m. on Saturday, August 6. We are 
especially in need of registrations for the overnight 
hours (10 p.m. - 6 a.m.). To register, visit
bit.ly/smcfirstfridayadorationaug.

BECOME A GIFT BEARER

Would you like to participate in one of our 
upcoming Masses? We are looking for volunteers 
to be offertory gift bearers at each of our weekend 
Masses. All parishioners—individuals and families of 
all sizes—are invited to sign up. To register, visit 
bit.ly/smcgiftbearer.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR 12TH ANNUAL 
SONGWRITERS NIGHT
Mark your calendars! Our 12th annual Songwriters 
Night will be held on Saturday, September 17 at 6 
p.m. in the courtyard. All funds raised will benefit 
our Haiti Ministry and support our sister parish, Our 
Lady of Miracles, in Gobert, Haiti. More information 
will be made available soon. If you or your business 
would like to sponsor this event, please contact Janet 
Dittus (janetdittusmd@comcast.net) or Lee Dorough 
(jimandmarylee@comcast.net). Please make plans to 
attend. 
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PARISH NEWS

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!
Stay up-to-date with the latest news and information 
from Saint Matthew Catholic Church! Join our email 
list today to receive our regular newsletters, updates 
on upcoming events, news from our ministries, and 
more. Visit bit.ly/smcemailsignup and fill out the 
form to join our general email list!

PICK OF THE WEEK - JULY 24

At the end of this week, we celebrate the feast 
of St. Ignatius Loyola, the “Soldier for Christ.” 
While Martin Luther’s interior troubles plunged 
Europe into a maelstrom of controversy, Ignatius 
of Loyola set out on an extraordinary interior 
pilgrimage of grace. Taught directly by God, 
Ignatius offered the Church a new spirituality of 
devoted service to Christ and founded a religious 
order dedicated to evangelization, the Jesuits.

To watch this title and many more like it, visit 
FORMED.org and sign up using our parish zip 
code (37069).

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE NEWS AND 
INFORMATION FROM SAINT MATTHEW.

www.stmatthewtn.org

CHARM FOUNDATION BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
The Family Social Ministry is assisting the Charm 
Foundation with their Back to School Bash on 
Sunday, July 31. They are seeking donations and 
volunteer help for the event. Backpacks and school 
supplies can be purchased at www.roonga.com/
charmbtsbash2022. Monetary donations can be made 
at www.childrenaremagical.org/ways-to-give. If you 
would like to volunteer for the Back to School Bash, 
volunteer slots are available for set up (Saturday, 
July 30 from 1-5 p.m. and Sunday, July 31 from 10 
a.m.-noon) and during the event (Sunday, July 31 
from noon-4 p.m.). To sign up to volunteer, please 
contact Theresa Chau at theresa.a.chau@gmail.com.

DONATION OF GOODS TO THE CHURCH
If you have goods to donate to the church or school 
for use by the staff or parishioners, please be sure to 
coordinate delivery with the church staff. Please do 
not leave or drop off any items in the church without 
first checking with someone in the church or school 
office. Thank you!

BABYSITTERS NEEDED
St. Gianna Circle Mothers Group is compiling a list 
of babysitters for Saint Matthew families to utilize 
within our community. Please contact Elizabeth 
Abaray at elizabeth.abaray@live.com for more info, 
and sign up at bit.ly/sgcbabysitters.

SAINT MATTHEW CUB SCOUTS PACK #287 
KICKOFF EVENT

REGISTRATION FOR OUR CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
IS NOW OPEN

If you have a child entering K-5th grade and are 
interested in joining Cub Scouts, please make plans 
to attend our Popcorn Kickoff Party on Tuesday, 
August 16 at 4 p.m. in the Saint Matthew courtyard. 
Join us for games, prizes and fun! 

Our children’s choirs are open to all children of the 
parish. Liturgy Choir is the resident choir for school 
Liturgies on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. They 
also sing periodically at weekend Liturgies. Kids 
Choir sings periodically at school Liturgies and 
weekend Liturgies. Visit bit.ly/smcchildrenschoirreg 
to register. Questions? Email Joel Bolen, Director of 
Music Ministries, at jbolen@stmatthewtn.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

WHAT’S ON NASHVILLE CATHOLIC RADIO

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUPREME 
CONVENTION WELCOME CONCERT

REGISTER FOR AN UPCOMING CURSILLO 
WEEKEND

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS TROOP TN0516 
KICKOFF EVENT

Why Listen to Nashville Catholic Radio? Our 
programs are broadcast on Monday-Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon and replayed on Saturday mornings 
from 8-11 a.m. They are produced in and about the 
Diocese of Nashville. At other times, the broadcasts 
are inspirational Catholic programs. We invite you 
to listen from your phone, on your radio at 100.5FM, 
online at NashvilleCR.com, or ask your smart 
speaker to “play Nashville Catholic Radio.” 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a welcome 
concert for the 2022 Supreme Convention, featuring 
country music star Craig Morgan and The Hillbilly 
Thomists. Craig Morgan is an Army veteran and 
a devout Catholic. His hits include That’s What I 
Love About Sunday, Almost Home, and Redneck 
Yacht Club. This will be a great family, parish, and 
youth event. The concert will be held at the Grand 
Ole Opry on Monday, August 1 at 6 p.m. Cost: $50/
person and children under 12 are free with a paid 
adult. Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/supreme-convention-
welcome-concert-tickets-322769180307.

Cursillo is a three-day weekend for adults to 
rediscover being Catholic and explore how you 
individually bring being Catholic to your daily 
life. The retreat is hosted at Camp Marymount in 
Fairview, TN. For more information and to register 
for one of our upcoming retreats, visit 
www.nashvillecursillo.com.

Your local American Heritage Girls is hosting its 
annual kickoff event at Pinkerton Park on August 
6 at 10 a.m. AHG is dedicated to the mission of 
building women of integrity through service to God, 
family, community and country. This troop is a 
beautiful mix of public, private and homeschooling 
families. AHG welcomes girls of any Christian 
faith. Please join us to learn more about this 
wonderful organization available to girls entering 
kindergarten-12th grade. The troop will meet every 
other Thursday evening from 6:30-8 p.m. at St. 
Philip Catholic Church. Contact Theresa Chau with 
questions: theresa.a.chau@gmail.com.

THE BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL FOR MINISTRIES:
WE’VE CROSSED THE $40,000 MARK!

Thanks to your generous support, Saint Matthew has crossed 
the $40,000 mark in the 2022 Bishop’s Annual Appeal for 
Ministries!

Saint Matthew’s goal for this year’s appeal is $115,390. We are 
currently at 37% of that goal with a total of $43,269.

Your generosity supports ministries and services that carry forth 
the Bishop’s mission and vision, including adult and youth 
catechesis, support for clergy, sacramental marriage, life at all 
stages, robust Catholic schools and much more.

If you have already donated, we appreciate your contribution! If 
not, please visit www.stmatthewtn.org/church to make your gift 
today!
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The human experience is rooted and cultivated in 
conversation. In conversation, we share our thoughts, 
explore ideas, and get to know others. As we ascend from 
the human experience to a divine encounter we come 
across the mystery of prayer. Thomas Aquinas defines 
prayer as “the elevation of the mind to God.” In short, 
prayer is a conversation with God.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus outlines the structure of prayer - 
first adore and honor God as our Father, and then petition 
Him with our spiritual and material needs while aligning 
our will with His.

“Father” is translated into Aramaic as “Abba” which is 
similar to an affectionate title that a child would address 
his father – much like saying “daddy.” Here, we see that 
prayer is not meant to merely use God as a divine bellboy 
where we demand He make our lives as comfortable as 
possible. Rather, prayer is a time when we approach God 
with reverence, ask for his fatherly help, and seek the 
spiritual strength to do His will for us.

Prayer isn’t overly complicated, but is reverent, honest and 
open to all. It is the prayer of a mother who lights a candle 
in front of a crucifix for her children’s wellbeing. It is the 
prayer of a monk in his solitude for the salvation of the 
world. It is the prayer of a drug addict who asks to get out 
of the vicious cycle in which he is trapped. As Fr. Garrigou-
Lagrange once wrote, “The most miserable of men, from 
the bottom of the abyss into which he has fallen, can raise a 
cry for mercy, and this cry is prayer.”

As with any workout, the more we do it, the more we’ll 
witness the gains. Besides sharpening your spiritual senses, 
the physical benefits of prayer are ample. Neuroscientist 
Andrew Newberg wrote a book called “How God Changes 
Your Brain.” In the book, he articulated how people who 
pray consistently tend to be statistically healthier and live 
longer than those who do not. Based on new data culled 
from brain-scan studies, scientists found that consistent 
prayer reduces stress, helps overcome past traumas, and 
increases your cognitive awareness.

The faith beckons us to have a private exchange with 
God in prayer. Pressed with lives that are hectic and 
full of the commotion of the outside world, there needs 
to be something that is the central point to all our 
thoughts and actions. Prayer is our escape from the 
bombardment of noise in our culture. In prayer, we take 
our human complexity and ground it to a central being of 
contemplation - to the very one that created us. Let’s take 
Jesus’s example and have that intimate conversation with 
God in prayer.

SERVE OUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
STUDENTS

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?

REGISTRATION FOR RELIGIOUS ED IS OPEN

In September, we will be starting our Religious 
Education sessions for our kids. You can help 
develop the faith of our children by becoming a 
catechist or volunteer in other ways to support our 
Religious Education ministry. Becoming a catechist 
is a great way to give your time and talents to the 
Church while growing in your own faith. If you are 
interested, please visit bit.ly/smcreledcatechist. 

If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming 
Catholic, we can help. Our RCIA inquiry sessions 
are open to anyone that wants to explore becoming 
Catholic. We welcome all inquiries. If you are 
interested, please fill out the form at bit.ly/smcrcia23. 
For questions, please contact Tony Jesse.

Registration for the 2022-2023 Religious Education 
and Ignite sessions is open! Register for Religious 
Education sessions at bit.ly/smcreled22, and register 
for Ignite sessions at bit.ly/smcignite22.

TONY’S REFLECTION
HOW DO I PRAY?

Reinvigorate your faith 
with a weekend of 
reflection on the presence 
of God in your life and 
your vocation as a woman. 
The retreat will take place 
from August 26-28 at the 
Bethany Retreat House. 
The theme of the retreat 
will be “The Richness of 

Femininity” and will feature talks from Joan Watson. 
A parishioner at Saint Matthew, Joan is a Catholic 
speaker and writer whose mission is to make 
Scripture, theology, liturgy and history accessible 
and applicable. To learn more and register, visit 
bit.ly/smcwomensretreat.

REGISTER FOR THE SAINT MATTHEW 
WOMEN’S RETREAT
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

SEARCH RETREATS

WORLD YOUTH DAY

HOLY FIRE

PURIFIED

YOUTH 2000

Various dates in 2022-23

July 28-August 8, 2023

Saturday, October 1, 2022

Wednesday, November 30, 2022

February 24-26, 2023

Registration for the 2022-2023 SEARCH season is 
now open at soundscatholic.com! Save the dates: 
SEARCH 373: Sept 9-11 // SEARCH 374: Nov 11-13 
// SEARCH 375: Dec 2-4.

The Diocese of Nashville is going to World Youth 
Day in 2023! All youth of the diocese are invited 
to attend. For more information on WYD, visit 
soundscatholic.com/world-youth-day.

Holy Fire, the diocesan youth retreat for middle 
school youth, will take place at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center on October 1.

Renowned Catholic speaker of the Chastity Project, 
Jason Evert, will lead “PURIFIED” at St. Philip 
Catholic Church on November 30 from 7-9 p.m. 
Register at www.chastity.com/purified.

Youth 2000 will be held at St. Philip Catholic Church.

AROUND THE DIOCESETHE JOURNEY HAS BEGUN. COME JOIN US!

WHAT IS LIFE TEEN?

“THE WORLD OFFERS YOU COMFORT. BUT 
YOU WERE NOT MADE FOR COMFORT. YOU 

WERE MADE FOR GREATNESS.”

- POPE BENEDICT XVI

As we near the new school year, there are numerous 
opportunities for the youth of our parish to deepen 
their Catholic faith. Take a look at these upcoming 
events taking place around our diocese.

Registration for the coming year of Life Teen is now 
open. At Life Teen, high schoolers come together for 
fellowship, fun, and most importantly, to learn more 
about our Catholic faith and how it nourishes our 
lives. To register, visit bit.ly/smclifeteen22-23.

Life Teen is Saint Matthew’s youth group for 
students in high school. During the school year 
(August-May), we meet most Sundays from 5-7 p.m. 
in the Parish Conference Center to play games and 
sports, learn more about our Catholic faith, discuss 
how it plays into our everyday lives, and build true 
fellowship with one another. This youth group exists 
for high school students to grow closer to Christ and, 
ultimately, become the man or woman God destined 
them to be. Whether you are newly confirmed or new 
to your faith, your journey isn’t over. In fact, it has 
only just begun. And that’s the best news of all. Join 
the crew at Saint Matthew on the pilgrimage toward 
heaven.
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044 PRE-K: 615-646-1361

 S A I N T  M A T T H E W  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Father Justin Raines
Pastor

frraines@stmatthewtn.org

Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Associate Pastor

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Joel Bolen
Dir. of Music Ministries
jbolen@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations

lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org

Dawn Spiegl
Dir. of Technology

dspiegl@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator

cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Margaret Cook
Reception

mcook@stmatthewtn.org

Cindy Leonard
Dir. of Finance

cleonard@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Tim Forbes
SMS Principal

tforbes@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Lachlan Cameron
Deacon

lcameron@stmatthewtn.org


