Saint Matthew

C AT H O LI C C H U R C H

DEEPENING OUR CATHOL IC FAITH TOGETHER
MAY 1 + THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

MASS SCHEDULE
MASS
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)
Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.
CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.
Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.

PARISH INFORMATION
CONTACT US:
535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069
info@stmatthewtn.org
(615) 646-0378
www.stmatthewtn.org
@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Mark Sappenfield
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:
Father Tien Tran
DEACONS:
Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte

PARISH NEWS
MINISTRY LEADERS MEETING - MAY 12

LITURGY SCHEDULE

(MAY 2-8, 2022)

MONDAY, MAY 2
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
Cynthia Chin
• Acts 6:8-15
• Jn 6:22-29
TUESDAY, MAY 3
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
For John Ray DeSilva
• 1 Cor 15:1-8
• Jn 14:6-14
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
The Unborn
• Acts 8:1b-8
• Jn 6:35-40
THURSDAY, MAY 5
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
George & Margaret Matyas
• Acts 8:26-40
• Jn 6:44-51
FRIDAY, MAY 6
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
For the Quyen Family
• Acts 9:1-20
• Jn 6:52-59
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
Johnny Nacarato
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
For all deceased mothers of
Saint Matthew families
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
For John and Diane Comer
• Acts 13:14, 43-52
• Rev 7:9, 14b-17
• Jn 10:27-30
Special Intention
May they rest in peace

2

If you are the head of a ministry at Saint Matthew, please make plans
to attend our ministry leaders meeting. We will review protocols for
our ministries and discuss plans for the remainder of the calendar year,
including our upcoming ministry fair in August. The meeting will be
held on Thursday, May 12 at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Conference Center.
If you are unable to attend this meeting, we ask that you find another
representative from your ministry to attend in your place. If you have any
questions, please contact Martin Strobel at (615) 550-5101 or
mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org.
MOTHER’S DAY ROSES - MAY 7 & 8
Pick up a rose for the special woman in your life this Mother’s Day!
Saint Matthew’s Respect for Life ministry will be passing out roses in the
Narthex after each of the Masses next weekend, May 7 & 8. Donations are
not required but are appreciated! All donations will benefit Tennessee Right
to Life.
ST. GIANNA CIRCLE MONTHLY MEETING - MAY 3
Save the date for the St. Gianna Circle’s upcoming meeting on Tuesday,
May 3. All mothers are invited to attend the meetings and take part in the
second of the two-part series, “Raising Boys & Girls.” The meeting will
be held from 7-9 p.m. in the Cohan-Hansom Building. Please contact
Elizabeth Abaray at elizabeth.abaray@live.com for more info.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
- FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 24, 2022 PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS,
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH

$26,364

SECOND COLLECTION: CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS

$197

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Capital Needs
NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Debt Reduction
Your gift to next week’s second collection will provide financial support to
directly reduce the debt of Saint Matthew Catholic Church and its school.
Please consider giving.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SAINT MATTHEW!
MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY ON OUR GIVING PAGE:

www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving
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PARISH NEWS

Welcome to the
Church!

At the Easter Vigil Mass, we welcomed our RCIA
candidates and catechumens into the Catholic
Church. Please pray for these new members of the
Church as they continue to deepen their Catholic
faith.
Payton Fitch
Gabriella Herrera
Adam Mayberry
Abby Hersel
Matthew Hetzer
Jason Fields
Birdie Green
Bob Heinemann
Rebecca Heinemann
Lisa Johnston
Bryan Propst

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING
In honor of Mother’s Day, we will be giving all of
the mothers in our community a special blessing at
each of our Masses next weekend. We invite all of
the mothers in our community to attend and receive
this blessing.
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - FRIDAY, MAY 6
Our next First Friday Adoration will be on May 6
in the Chapel. Time slots are available in 30-minute
increments starting at 8 a.m. Visit
bit.ly/smcfirstfridayadorationmay to register.
REGISTER FOR THE SMS FATHER/DAUGHTER
DANCE!
Save the date for the Saint Matthew School Father/
Daughter Glow Party dance! The dance will take
place on Saturday, May 14 at 6 p.m. in the school
gym. All SMS girls in pre-K through 8th grade
are invited to attend with their fathers or someone
special. The cost is $30/couple and $40/family. To
register, visit bit.ly/smsfatherdaughterdance.
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PARISH NEWS
MOVING SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR SMS PRE-K
Saint Matthew School is in need of moving supplies
for their pre-K program! We are in need of small- to
medium-sized boxes, packing tape, stretch wrap,
moving blankets, permanent markers, and large trash
bags. Donations will be accepted on Thursday, May
19 from 9 a.m. to noon at the pre-K campus, located
at 525 Sneed Road on the property of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church. For questions or more information,
contact Holly Ledieu: hledieu@stmatthewtn.org.
NCWBL PURSE DRIVE - NOW THROUGH MAY 15
The Nashville Catholic Women’s Business League
will be hosting a purse drive now through Sunday,
May 15. They are accepting new or gently used
purses in good condition. All donations can be
dropped off in the box in the church kitchen. The
purses will be donated to the Ladies of Charity
for sale in their consignment store. The proceeds
from the sale will benefit the Ladies of Charity’s
emergency assistance fund and Catholic Charities.
For more information, please contact Patricia Smith
at pms56@comcast.net.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE
NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM
SAINT MATTHEW.

www.stmatthewtn.org
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING LOUIE HELAL &
BETHLEHEM WOOD CARVING!
Last week, we welcomed Louie Helal from
Bethlehem Wood Carvings to our parish to share
his mission and sell some of his olive wood artwork
to support families in the Holy Land. Below is a
message from Louie:
“On behalf of my mission, I would like to express
my humble appreciation to your parish for allowing
us to visit your church last weekend. Through the
kindness and generosity of your parish, the sales
of the olive wood carvings for Catholic-Christian
families received a total amount of $6,730. It was
really exciting to observe so many kind people who
were interested in our religious articles, and some
expressed their intention to visit the Holy Land
when peace prevails. Please remember that your
parish is included in our prayers, and please keep the
Catholic-Christians of the holy land in your prayers.
Hope to visit the church again next year!”
RESPECT FOR LIFE ROSARY
Won’t you come pray with us? The body of Christ
is being called to peacefully and prayerfully stand
against abortion. We gather to pray the rosary every
Tuesday at noon outside of Planned Parenthood in
Nashville. Register online at bit.ly/smcrosary.

COMMUNITY NEWS
SEMINARIAN EDUCATION DINNER &
AUCTION - MAY 24
The Diocese of Nashville will be hosting its
annual Seminarian Education Dinner & Auction on
Tuesday, May 24 from 6-9 p.m. at Our Lady of the
Lake Church. This annual event helps raise money
to cover the cost of education for the seminarians
from the Diocese of Nashville. The online auction
will open on Saturday, May 21 at 6 p.m. and closes
during the event. RSVP online by Tuesday, May 10
by visiting www.dioceseofnashville.com/seda.
FATHER RYAN 2022 SUMMER CAMPS
Summer Camp Time at Father Ryan! Registration
for Father Ryan’s array of outstanding 2022 summer
camps is now open. Camps open May 31. For
information on the camp schedule, coaches and to
register, visit fatherryan.org/camps.
WHAT’S ON NASHVILLE CATHOLIC RADIO
Why Listen to Nashville Catholic Radio? The
programs broadcast Monday-Thursday from 11 a.m.
to noon and replayed on Saturday mornings from
8-11 a.m. are produced in and about the Diocese
of Nashville. At other times, the broadcasts are
inspirational Catholic programs. We invite you to
listen from your phone, on your radio at 100.5FM,
online at NashvilleCR.com, or ask your smart
speaker to “play Nashville Catholic Radio.”

CAMP ST. CECILIA
Camp St. Cecilia is a summer program designed
for girls ages 4-17. Campers experience St. Cecilia
Academy’s academics, athletics, and fine arts
programs while interacting with the SCA community
members. Each girl attending Camp St. Cecilia will
be exposed to skills in a variety of areas to further
develop her academic and extracurricular interests.
To see a full camp list and to register, visit
www.stcecilia.com/campus-life/camp-st-cecilia.
LADIES OF CHARITY SPRING CONSIGNMENT SALE
The Ladies of Charity’s Spring Consignment sale
is open through Saturday, May 14. The sale will
include new and used clothing and accessories for
both men and women. The store will be open from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays and from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Tuesdays through Saturdays. All proceeds
fund the Ladies of Charity emergency assistance
programs. For more information, visit www.
ladiesofcharitynashville.org.

PICK OF THE WEEK - MAY 1

CATHOLIC BUSINESS LEAGUE MONTHLY
MEETING - MAY 12
The Catholic Business League’s next breakfast
meeting will be a special one, with three leaders
of the Nashville music industry joining us. Josh
Easler, promotions executive at Sony and head of
a new Sony imprint, RECORDS, and Tom Lord,
an executive with Red Light Management, will be
the featured speakers. Music industry veteran Jim
Reyland, owner and president of Audio Productions,
will moderate the discussion. The meeting will take
place on Thursday, May 12. Mass will begin at 7
a.m. with the meeting following at 7:45 a.m. in The
Fleming Center at the Cathedral of the Incarnation.
www.catholicbusinessleague.org

This documentary follows the journey of several
pilgrims who differ in culture and religious faith
but are united in their journey across the Camino
de Santiago in Spain. Each of them is traveling
toward the shrine of St. James the Apostle.
To watch, visit formed.org and register using our
parish zip code (37069).

DEEPENING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TOGETHER
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
TOTUS TUUS REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Registration is open for Totus Tuus! Latin for
“totally yours,” Totus Tuus is a fun and energetic
program designed to spread the Good News of
Jesus and create joy in the faith. Totus Tuus is led
by a team of college-aged missionaries and
seminarians. The program is open to rising 1st12th grade students. Visit bit.ly/smctotustuus for more info.
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR MONUMENTAL VBS
Rising preschool-kindergarten students are invited to attend
Monumental VBS! Go off-road for a Monumental adventure
through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trials of the
southwest. Monumental VBS will be from June 20-24 from 8:30
a.m. - noon each day. Visit bit.ly/totustuus to register.
SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS!
We are nearing the end of our 2021-2022 Religious Education
classes! Save the date for these upcoming events:
MAY 5: Catechist Appreciation Dinner | 6 p.m.
MAY 16: Registration opens for the 2022-2023 Religious
Education year.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
WOMEN’S RETREAT THEME ANNOUNCED
Reinvigorate your faith with a weekend
of reflection on the presence of God in
your life and your vocation as a
woman. The retreat will take place
from August 26-28 at the Bethany
Retreat House. The theme of the retreat
will be “The Richness of Femininity”
and will feature talks from Joan
Watson. A parishioner at Saint
Matthew, Joan is a Catholic speaker
and writer whose mission is to make Scripture, theology, liturgy
and history accessible and applicable. To learn more and register,
visit bit.ly/smcwomensretreat.
TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education
tjesse@stmatthewtn.org
Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm
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TONY’S REFLECTION

A BOLD HEART
In the Easter season, we can practically
visualize the transformation of the disciples.
At first, the disciples are presented as
a bunch of uncertain, frightened, timid
followers who knew little about the faith.
Here, they were perplexed that Jesus was
to be persecuted and executed, even though
He repeatedly told them this would happen.
However, after the resurrection, these
disciples are transformed into wise men who
preached with courage and boldness in the
face of fear.
When he was swarmed by a crowd Peter
denied he knew Jesus and scurried away
like a coward. In today’s first reading,
Peter now boldly proclaims the Gospel to
the very people who executed Jesus. Peter’s
audaciousness is rooted in his belief of the
resurrection. At the onset, the Jewish Senate
confronted Peter in front of their tribunal
and declared, “We strictly charged you not
to teach in this name, yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend
to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
Here, the Jewish Senate is trying to control
what the disciples should speak about. In
essence, they are manipulating, monitoring,
and censoring speech to fit the narrative
of their nefarious agenda. Does this sound
like our situation today in which Christian
teaching is under strict censorship by a
supposed higher authority?
Does Peter sheepishly cave to the demands
of these powerful people? No. His courage
speaks – “We must obey God rather than
men.” Pressed with a choice, Peter picks the
wisdom of God over the prevailing wisdom
of man (i.e. the culture). Because of his faith
in Christ, he refuses to deny Him and instead
turns the tables on the Jewish Senate in
bravely proclaiming the truth despite intense
pressure.
Much like the disciples went from willing yet
uncertain, scared followers of Christ to then
wise, courageous apostles who went out into
the world with an urgent mission, may the
resurrection of Christ as well activate us into
a sense of mission in our world.

TOMMY’S REFLECTION

APPROACHABILITY
Have you ever been in a position where you
were talking to someone who did not share
your beliefs and were suddenly faced with a
choice: either discuss the topic you disagree
on with them, or avoid it altogether?
Disagreement is not a very comfortable
thing, which is why many of us try to avoid
it. But we often believe the lie that we only
have two choices when we disagree with
someone: win the argument at all costs,
or lovingly foster communion with our
neighbor. The first option rarely works.
“You catch more bees with honey than
vinegar,” as the expression goes. If people
feel defeated in a verbal battle, you may
have won the argument, but you probably
lost the war in guiding that person closer to
Christ. Conversions of heart certainly have
never been made in the comments section.
“I converted through being proven wrong on
social media,” said no one ever.
In the other option, perhaps with the
intuition that arguing can go sour so quickly,
we are tempted to make it rainbows and
butterflies. Since arguments constantly
point out differences, we may be tempted to
pretend there are no differences. If we want
to win someone over, we may think we need
to make our faith seem less intimidating. We
may want to soften it and chip away at little
things that seem odd to people, until finally
being Catholic can appear no different
than anyone else in the world. In a wellintentioned appeal to be welcoming, we can
sometimes forget who we are, or what it is
we are attempting to welcome people to.
But there is a middle ground between these
extremes. We are not called to impose our
faith on others, but to propose it, inviting
people to encounter it. We are not called
to bend over backwards to be “relatable”
to everyone as if we were all the same,
but rather to be lovingly and receptively
approachable. May we all live our lives in
such a way as to not become “of the world”
nor angry and argumentative with the
world, but lovingly propose the beauty of our
faith to it. Let us remain approachable, not
relatable.

YOUTH MINISTRY
TOTUS TUUS HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
Sunday-Thursday, June 19-23 | 6-8 p.m.
If you can’t go on AliveInYou this summer, Totus Tuus might be
the perfect fit to stay in Nashville but still get much of the same
formation and retreat experiences you would expect on trips. Totus
Tuus is a program staffed by college students and seminarians.
It’ll be packed with incredible Theology to learn more about the
faith, sacramental opportunities to grow in your faith, and loads of
activities to keep a smile on everyone’s face each evening. Totus
Tuus has a middle school program simultaneously with a high
school program, ending each evening with all grades in prayer. If
you haven’t signed up yet, consider learning more and registering
at bit.ly/smctotustuuslifeteen.
THE SPRING SEMESTER’S FINAL LIFE TEEN NIGHT
Sunday, May 1 | 5-7 p.m. | Parish Conference Center
It’s hard to believe, but this is our last Life Teen evening for the
spring semester. While you can expect some of the same activities
and opportunities for camaraderie, we will be closing our evening
diving into how to use this upcoming summer well. These
questions include how can we leisure well? What does real rest
look like? How do we balance being laid back while not losing
our rhythms that keep us grounded? How can we use some of our
free time to serve, accompany, and evangelize others? And, most
importantly, how can we keep prayer in our lives? Bring yourself
and a friend or two as we close out the year right!
JUST TWO MORE WEEKS TO REGISTER FOR ALIVEINYOU!
Catholic mission trip, camp, conference, retreat, and time
to adventure with your peers: AliveInYou will have a bit of
everything in a packed six days. If you are a rising 8th-grade
student, AliveInYou will count for 15 of the 24 hours required for
Confirmation. If you are a rising freshman-senior in high school,
AliveInYou will count for 18 service hours required by Father
Ryan High School. If you have any questions or concerns about
the trip, be sure to contact Tommy (information provided below).
If you are interested in joining the trip as a chaperone, please visit
bit.ly/3kowZxE.

TOMMY KILLACKEY
Director of Youth Ministry
tkillackey@stmatthewtn.org
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SAINT MAT THEW

OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

CATHOL IC CHURCH

CHURCH: 615-646-0378

SCHOOL: 615-662-4044

PRE-K: 615-646-1361

PASTORAL STAFF

Father Mark Sappenfield
Pastor
frmark@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Parish Administrator
frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Deacon Bill Forte
Deacon
bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Deacon Lachlan Cameron
Deacon
lcameron@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.
tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Joel Bolen
Dir. of Music Ministries
jbolen@stmatthewtn.org

Tommy Killackey
Dir. of Youth Ministry
tkillackey@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate
kott@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations
lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship
mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org
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Cindy Leonard
Dir. of Finance
cleonard@stmatthewtn.org

Tim Forbes
SMS Principal
tforbes@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

Dawn Spiegl
Dir. of Technology
dspiegl@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator
cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Margaret Cook
Reception
mcook@stmatthewtn.org
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