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PARISH INFORMATIONMASS SCHEDULE
MASS

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)

Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.

CONTACT US:
535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

info@stmatthewtn.org

(615) 646-0378

www.stmatthewtn.org

@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Mark Sappenfield

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:
Father Tien Tran

DEACONS:
Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte



2 SAINT MATTHEW CATHOLIC CHURCH  |  MARCH 27, 2022

A MESSAGE FROM
FATHER MARK SAPPENFIELD

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

- FOR THE WEEKS ENDING MARCH 13 & 20, 2022 -

PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS, 
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH $ 50,834

3/13 SECOND COLLECTION: PARISH CHARITY $1,586

3/20 SECOND COLLECTION: TUITION ASSISTANCE $1,195

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 2022)

MONDAY, MARCH 28 
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For the Schachle Family
 • Is 65:17-21
 • Jn 4:43-54

TUESDAY, MARCH 29
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Marlene Rigg
 • Ez 47:1-9, 12
 • Jn 5:1-16

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
   For Chris Suchanick & Family
 • Is 49:8-15
 • Jn 5:17-30

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For Father Mark Sappenfield
 • Ex 32:7-14
 • Jn 5:31-47

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Dot Baldinger
 • Wis 2:1a, 12-22
 • Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
   Father Joseph Tran
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
   Paul Y. Tran
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
   Suzanne Lorinovich
 • Is 43:16-21
 • Phil 3:8-14
 • Jn 8:1-11

   Special Intention
   May they rest in peace

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Capital Needs

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Catholic Relief Services

Dear Friends,

I hope this message finds you well as we prepare to celebrate the Easter 
season in a couple of weeks. I have certainly missed speaking with and 
seeing you since I have been away from the parish since the middle of 
January, although you have been in my thoughts and prayers every day. I 
am grateful for all the prayers and support that you have shown me through 
cards, emails, and messages during my time away.

I am writing to let you know that I will be returning to Saint Matthew around 
April 5 and will be looking forward to celebrating Holy Week with you.

Many of you have been wondering how I am doing. The best way for me to 
answer that question is to say I am doing as well as can be expected given the 
many challenges that come with living with Parkinson’s Disease. God gives 
me the grace to carry the cross each day and it is through the crosses we carry 
that we grow closer to Him and one another. I ask for your continued prayers 
as I face the challenges that lie ahead. I will also continue to pray for you 
daily as well. God bless you, and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Mark Sappenfield

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SAINT MATTHEW!
MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY ON OUR GIVING PAGE:

www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving
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PARISH NEWS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

SAINT MATTHEW CHOIRS RETURN

Saint Matthew will be hosting Stations of the Cross 
every Friday during Lent. Each week will be hosted 
by a different member of the community. This week 
will be led by Dan Ott. Stations will begin at 6 p.m. 
in the church.

If you have ever considered joining the Music 
Ministry, NOW is the perfect opportunity! We will 
be rebuilding after our long COVID-induced hiatus, 
and starting with the basics. If you are interested in 
joining one of our choirs, please contact Joel Bolen, 
Director of Music Ministries, at 
jbolen@stmatthewtn.org or (615) 550-5108.

MEN’S CLUB FISH FRY - FRIDAY, APRIL 8
Join the Saint Matthew Men’s Club on Friday, April 
8 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for their last Fish Fry of the 
Lenten season! Meals are $10 each and include 
two pieces of fried catfish, hush puppies, fries, and 
coleslaw. Meals are available curbside to-go or dine-
in at the Cohan-Hansom Building. Dine-in guests 
will have the option to pick up a salad, and spaghetti 
will be available for children who dine-in and do not 
like fish. Visit bit.ly/smcfishfry today to learn more 
and place your order.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - FRIDAY, APRIL 1
Time slots are still available for our First Friday 
Adoration on April 1. Visit 
bit.ly/smcfirstfridayadorationapril to register.

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY
Let your voice be heard! Join the Diocese of 
Nashville and the global Catholic Church as we 
respond to Pope Francis’ call to participate in the 
Synod on Synodality. The survey is now available 
on the Saint Matthew website. Visit bit.ly/smcsynod 
to learn more about the Synod, complete the survey, 
and register for one of our listening sessions.

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS NEEDED

LOST & FOUND BOX CLEAN OUT THIS FRIDAY

THANK YOU ROOM IN THE INN VOLUNTEERS!

We are looking for volunteers to serve as Hospitality 
Ministers at each of our weekend Masses. If you are 
interested in becoming a Hospitality Minister, please 
contact Kelly Ott at kott@stmatthewtn.org.

On the first of each month, our staff cleans out the 
church’s lost and found box, which is located on the 
counter in the church kitchen. We will be cleaning 
out the box this Friday, April 1. All items that have 
been left behind will be sorted and either donated or 
thrown away. If you believe you left something in 
the church, please be sure to check the lost and found 
box before Friday. Thank you!

This past winter season, Saint Matthew hosted 84 
guests over seven Thursday evenings for Room in 
the Inn. Through the generosity of our parishioners, 
we were able to provide guests with new sweatshirts, 
socks and underwear, gently used coats and winter 
clothes, hand warmers and gift cards. We would not 
be able to host these grateful guests without the help 
of those who volunteered as Drivers, Innkeepers, 
Hospitality Hosts, Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Chefs and of course…our faithful Laundry Lady.  
We are so thankful to have so many families, groups, 
classes and individuals that opened their arms and 
hearts to this ministry every winter. We could not 
have done it without you! Thank you!!
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PARISH NEWS

EASTER EGG HUNT - SUNDAY, APRIL 17
The Saint Matthew Men’s Club will host its annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on the Saint Matthew athletics field 
following the 11 a.m. Mass on Easter Sunday, April 
17! In the event of inclement weather, the hunt will 
be held in the Cohan-Hansom Building. All children 
of the parish are invited to attend. We hope to see 
you there!

RESPECT FOR LIFE ROSARY
Won’t you come pray with us? The body of Christ 
is being called to peacefully and prayerfully stand 
against abortion. We gather to pray the rosary every 
Tuesday at noon outside of Planned Parenthood in 
Nashville. Register online at bit.ly/smcrosary.

PATH OF REMEMBRANCE PAVERS

TENNESSEE REGISTER RENEWAL TIME

LENTEN VESPERS - SUNDAYS AT 6 P.M.

Memorialize your loved one with a custom engraved 
paver placed along the Path of Remembrance in 
the Grotto at Saint Matthew. Pavers can also be 
engraved for special occasions such as Christmas, 
First Communion, Confirmation, and Mother’s & 
Father’s Day. This is the last week to order pavers, 
so place your order today! Visit bit.ly/smcpavers to 
place your order.

Saint Matthew pays the Diocese for the cost of 
printing and mailing the Tennessee Register to 
our parish households. We ask that you help us by 
reimbursing the $29 cost. Reimbursement can be 
made by using the envelopes enclosed in your mailed 
packets or by visiting bit.ly/smcgiveonline. The 
Register is always available online. If you no longer 
wish to receive the Tennessee Register by mail, 
email Cynthia Myers at cmyers@stmatthewtn.org.  

Join us every Sunday at 6 p.m. during Lent for 
Vespers, featuring the music of Taizé. This service 
provides a wonderful way to calm our minds, open 
our hearts and allow the Holy Spirit to stir our souls. 
We hope to see you there.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS 
AVAILABLE ON YOUR PHONE 

SCAN HERE

Visit our YouTube page to watch 
weekly Lenten reflections from 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church.

DONATE TO OUR EASTER FLOWERS COLLECTION
Help beautify the church this Easter with a donation 
to our Easter Flowers collection! Your donation 
will help us purchase Easter lilies for the altar for 
the Easter season. Easter lilies symbolize virtue, 
innocence, hope and life, while commemorating the 
resurrection of Christ and the hope of eternal life in 
heaven. If you would like to make a donation, visit 
www.stmatthewtn.org/church/giving and visit our 
online giving page.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

WHAT’S ON NASHVILLE CATHOLIC RADIO

FATHER RYAN 2022 SUMMER CAMPS

CATHOLIC BUSINESS LEAGUE MONTHLY MEETING CAMP ST. CECILIA

UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

VISITATION HOSPITAL FOUNDATION GALA

Why Listen to Nashville Catholic Radio? The 
programs broadcast Monday-Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to noon and replayed on Saturday mornings from 
8-11 a.m. are produced in and about the Diocese 
of Nashville. At other times, the broadcasts are 
inspirational Catholic programs. We invite you to 
listen from your phone, on your radio at 100.5FM, 
online at NashvilleCR.com, or ask your smart 
speaker to “play Nashville Catholic Radio.” 

Summer Camp Time at Father Ryan! Registration 
for Father Ryan’s array of outstanding 2022 summer 
camps is now open. Camps open May 31. For 
information on the camp schedule, coaches and to 
register, visit fatherryan.org/camps.

Three Dominican Sisters, Sister Cecilia Anne 
Wanner, O.P., President of Aquinas College, Sister 
Marie Blanchette, O.P., Principal of Overbrook 
School and Sister Anne Catherine, O.P. will 
be the featured speakers at the CBL’s April 14 
breakfast meeting. All are welcome to join us for 
the meeting at 7:45 a.m. in The Fleming Center at 
the Cathedral of the Incarnation. Mass will not be 
offered preceding the meeting due to the Holy Week 
schedule. www.catholicbusinessleague.org 

Camp St. Cecilia is a summer program designed 
for girls ages 4-17. Campers experience St. Cecilia 
Academy’s academics, athletics, and fine arts 
programs while interacting with the SCA community 
members. Each girl attending Camp St. Cecilia will 
be exposed to skills in a variety of areas to further 
develop her academic and extracurricular interests. 
To see a full camp list and to register, visit 
www.stcecilia.com/campus-life/camp-st-cecilia.

Help support University Catholic’s mission and 
fellowship by providing a home-cooked meal to our 
Catholic brothers and sisters in college. We have 
been asked to provide meals for 100 college kids 
following the 5 p.m. Mass at Cathedral. Dinner will 
take place in the Fleming Center. Please send an 
email to kofc12012@gmail.com to sign up!

Visitation Hospital Foundation invites you to a 
special celebration on Friday, April 29 in support 
of our Haitian brothers and sisters and to honor 
longtime Haiti advocate Fran Rajotte Myers for 
her 20 years of service to VHF. Come and enjoy 
cocktails, dinner, and entertainment at the Filming 
Station in Nashville with guest emcee broadcast 
journalist Demetria Kalodimos and auctioneer Phil 
Ponder. The event starts at 6 p.m. Tickets are $125 
each or $1,000 per table of 10. All proceeds benefit 
the Visitation Clinic in Haiti, which has served more 
than 300,000 patients since its opening in 2008. Get 
tickets at www.visitationhospital.org or call 
(615) 673-3501.

PICK OF THE WEEK - MARCH 27

In Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrimage, the viewer 
is brought deeper into the story, landscape, and 
reality of Holy Week. It draws those with open 
hearts and minds toward a deeper understanding 
of Christ’s victory while offering rich 
meditations for the pilgrimage of daily life.

To watch this series, visit FORMED.org and sign 
up using our parish zip code (37069).
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

This Sunday, we encounter a story where 
repentance is put into action. Both sons 
represent us as fallen sinners while the father 
exemplifies God the Father.

We first see the rebellious nature embedded 
in sinners with the younger son. He demands 
that his father give him his inheritance 
before his father dies. In essence, the son 
is declaring that he wished his father were 
dead. He not only demands his share but 
then leaves and blows his father’s money 
in a “distant country.” Here, the story 
illuminates how the son entirely rejects his 
father - he wants to get as far away from 
him as possible and ruin the inheritance his 
father worked so hard to accrue.

The younger son represents the person 
who has defined freedom as a license to do 
whatever he wants, not what God wills. And 
what happens? The son lives a life of moral 
degradation that tarnishes his dignity and 
causes him to stoop lower than the pigs. 
Hitting rock bottom, the son arises from his 
rubbish-filled stupor and travels back to the 
loving father’s house. Even in his state of 
darkness and interior rage against his father, 
the son’s memory of his loving father never 
faded. In this, the younger son realized his 
dignity and identity comes from his father.

Notice the father does not condone what his 
son did, for he said, “My son was dead,” 
but he tenderly welcomes him back after 
his son’s repentance. Then, the father puts 
dignity back in his son by putting a ring 
on his finger, dressing him in the finest 
garments, and having a joyous celebration 
for his return.

Rather than be cheerful for his brother’s 
return, the older brother demonstrates an 
irritation at the father’s mercy. Here, the 
older brother’s grumbling signifies the 
bitterness of the Pharisees, who wrongly 
view God’s acceptance of sinners as a 
violation of covenant justice.

Both sons’ actions disappoint the father, yet 
even with their failures, the father reveals 
that, when they humbly unite with him, what 
is his becomes theirs.

TOTUS TUUS REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

CONFIRMATION - SUNDAY, MARCH 27

Registration is open for VBS & Totus Tuus! This 
year we will have VBS for rising pre-schoolers 
and kindergartners and Totus Tuus for rising 
1st-12th graders the week of June 20-24. To 
register and for more details, visit 
bit.ly/smctotustuus.

Saint Matthew Confirmation Candidates are receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation today, March 27 at 3:30 p.m. Please 
pray for our candidates and their families.

Reinvigorate your faith with a weekend of reflection on the 
presence of God in your life and your vocation as a woman at 
the Bethany Retreat House in Dickson, TN. The retreat will be 
from August 26-28. Visit bit.ly/smcwomensretreat to register. For 
more information, contact Tony Jesse.

 St. Joseph’s Men, our new men’s formation 
group, will begin a Lenten series on “True 
Masculinity.” The sessions are taking place 
every Thursday through April 14 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Parish Conference 
Center. We hope you can make as many 
sessions as you can. If you are interested in 

joining St. Joseph’s Men, please visit bit.ly/smcstjosephsmen to 
register. If you have any questions, please contact Tony Jesse.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR WOMEN’S RETREAT

ST. JOSEPH’S MEN LENTEN SERIES

THE FATHER’S MERCY
TONY’S REFLECTION
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Totus Tuus is a program where eight 
college-aged missionaries will be 
coming to Saint Matthew for rising 
1-12th grade. High school will have a 
separate program Sunday through 
Thursday evening from 6-8 PM. 
Rising 7th and 8th grade can also 

attend at the same time and will join the high school 
group for night prayer each night to close the 
evenings. If you are free that week, Totus Tuus will be 
an incredible opportunity to essentially have Life Teen 
five times in a row with eight missionaries. It’s going 
to be a blast. To learn more and register, visit 
bit.ly/smctotustuuslifeteen.

This will be a very beautiful and packed Life Teen. Ultimate frisbee with priests, dinner with Nashville 
Dominican sisters, Benediction, confession, and plenty of time to both listen and ask about each vocation. If you 
have ever wanted to hang with a Nashville Dominican, hear different priests’ vocation stories, or if it’s been a 
while since you had a chat with a toddler, this will be a great Life Teen. Come and bring a friend. See you soon!

If you have been hesitant to go to AliveInYou due to funds, this pancake fundraiser will be a perfect opportunity 
to significantly lower the cost to attend. If you have a younger sibling in middle school, it also serves as 
an opportunity to fulfill service hours, including 2023’s confirmation service hours for rising 8th grade 
students. To sign up for either service hours or scholarship credit, visit bit.ly/smcaliveinyoupancakes. 

Parents: Your help to oversee and chaperone would be most appreciated! Prayerfully consider helping with this 
event and use the same link to sign up. 

TOMMY KILLACKEY
Director of Youth Ministry

tkillackey@stmatthewtn.org

LIFE TEEN THIS SUNDAY: VOCATIONS NIGHT

ALIVEINYOU PANCAKE FUNDRAISER IS COMING SOON!

Sunday, March 27 | 5-7 p.m. | Field + Parish Conference Center

Sunday, April 10 | After the Masses | Cohan-Hansom Building

Sunday-Thursday, June 19-23 | 6-8 p.m. Last week, we gathered to compete in a ridiculously 
fun Bubble Bowl battle. Here are a few highlights 
from the event...

“Perhaps you were born for such a 
time as this.” - Esther 4:14

SOME BUBBLE BOWL HIGHLIGHTSTOTUS TUUS HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044 PRE-K: 615-646-1361

 S A I N T  M A T T H E W  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Father Mark Sappenfield
Pastor

frmark@stmatthewtn.org

Deacon Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Parish Administrator

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Joel Bolen
Dir. of Music Ministries
jbolen@stmatthewtn.org

Tommy Killackey
Dir. of Youth Ministry

tkillackey@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations

lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org

Dawn Spiegl
Dir. of Technology

dspiegl@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator

cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Margaret Cook
Reception

mcook@stmatthewtn.org

Cindy Leonard
Dir. of Finance

cleonard@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Tim Forbes
SMS Principal

tforbes@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Deacon Lachlan Cameron
Deacon

lcameron@stmatthewtn.org


