
J A N U A R Y  1 6  +  S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

Saint Matthew
C AT H O LI C  C H U RC H

D E E P E N I N G  O U R  C A T H O L I C  F A I T H  T O G E T H E R

PARISH INFORMATIONMASS SCHEDULE
MASS

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. | 8 a.m.
Wed. | 7 p.m. (Adoration at 6 p.m.)

Saturday Vigil | 5 p.m.
Sunday | 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

CONFESSION
Wednesday | 6 - 6:50 p.m.

Saturday | 4 - 4:45 p.m.

CONTACT US:
535 Sneed Road W, Franklin, TN 37069

info@stmatthewtn.org

(615) 646-0378

www.stmatthewtn.org

@SaintMatthewCatholicChurch

PASTOR:
Father Mark Sappenfield

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:
Father Tien Tran

DEACONS:
Lachlan Cameron & Bill Forte
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

- FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 9, 2022 -

PARISH, VISITORS, AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS, 
ONLINE GIVING, AND LOOSE CASH $19,318

SECOND COLLECTION: PARISH CHARITY $1,399

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Latin America

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: Haiti Ministry

LITURGY SCHEDULE
(JANUARY 17-23, 2022)

MONDAY, JANUARY 17 
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For The Freels Family
 • 1 Sm 1:1-8
 • Mk 1:14-20

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For Patrick Randolph
 • 1 Sm 1:9-20
 • Mk 1:21-28

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
• 7:00 p.m. Mass
   Steve Snyder
 • 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20
 • Mk 1:29-39

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   For Saint Matthew Students, 

Faculty & Principal
 • 1 Sm 4:1-11
 • Mk 1:40-45

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21
• 8:00 a.m. Mass
   Sister Mary Thomasetta 

Mogan, RSM
 • 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a
 • Mk 2:1-12

THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

• 5:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass
   For the People
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
   David Lorinovich
• 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
   Delia Grace Abaray
 • Is 62:1-5
 • 1 Cor 12:4-11
 • Jn 2:1-11

   Special Intention
   May they rest in peace

Joel’s Music

Corner

This season of Ordinary Time, rather 
than explore individual pieces of music, 
we will take this opportunity to explore 
what the Church teaches about the 
different opportunities for song during 
the Liturgy. This week, we’ll start at 
the beginning and look at the Gathering 
Song.

The Roman Missal refers to this piece 
as the Entrance Chant. The term chant 
is not used to specifically reference 
chant as a style (as in Gregorian chant), 
but rather, it means song, or that which 
is sung. The Roman Missal explains 
the role of this “chant” is to open the 
celebrations, foster the unity of those 
who have been gathered, introduce their 
thoughts to the mystery of the liturgical 
time or festivity, and accompany the 
procession of the priest and ministers 
(RM 47). It offers four options for the 
Entrance Chant, including the Antiphon 
from the Roman Missal or from the 
Graduale Romanum, the antiphon from 
the Graduale Simplex, an antiphon 
from another collection, or a liturgical 
chant (song) that is suited to the sacred 
actions, the day or the time of year (RM 
48).

THE GATHERING SONG (ENTRANCE CHANT)

Since the Entrance Chant/Song 
supports the role of unity, it is 
appropriate that this piece be known by 
the congregation and be sung in such a 
way as to foster the participation of the 
gathered assembly. This is where the 
challenge lies. To sing the Antiphons 
would require a new piece each week. 
Some composers have accepted this 
challenge and begun writing collections 
where the Antiphons share similar 
melodies to make learning them easier. 
This is the case for the Antiphons we 
sang throughout much of 2021 at the 
Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. Liturgies. 
For this section of Ordinary Time, we 
will be singing sacred chants/songs 
that fill the purpose as described in the 
Roman Missal.

As we journey together through 
Ordinary Time, recall the purpose of 
the entrance chant/song as elucidated 
by the Roman Missal and see if you 
are able to more fully enter into the 
celebration of the Liturgy, join with 
others in the unifying element of song 
and move your thoughts toward the 
mystery of the Liturgy.
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PARISH NEWS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE NEWS AND 
INFORMATION FROM SAINT MATTHEW.

www.stmatthewtn.org/church

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY - FEBRUARY 6

JOIN THE FAMILY SOCIAL MINISTRY

This year, the Diocese of Nashville is celebrating 
World Marriage Day on Sunday, February 6 at the 
Cathedral of the Incarnation. This annual Mass 
recognizes all married couples who are celebrating 
their 25th or 50th wedding anniversaries this 
year. The day will begin with group pictures with 
Bishop Spalding at 2 p.m., followed by Mass at 
2:30 p.m. and a light reception following that. If 
you are celebrating your silver or golden wedding 
anniversary this year and would like to attend the 
Mass, visit bit.ly/smcworldmarriageday22. If you 
have any questions, please contact Martin Strobel, 
Director of Communications and Stewardship, at 
mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org.

The Family Social Ministry is looking for new 
members. This ministry is geared towards providing 
volunteer opportunities for the whole family to get 
involved in. There are no age restrictions. Here are 
some upcoming events that you could be involved 
in:

• February - Collecting and providing supplies to 
the Ronald McDonald House

• March - Gardening at the Sensory Garden for the 
Blind 

If you are looking for a ministry that provides 
opportunity for the whole family to participate, then 
look no further. We would love to have you! Sign up 
online at bit.ly/smcfsmsignup.

We are excited to welcome 
Kelly Ott to our church 
office staff! She will be 
taking over as our Pastoral 
Associate, assisting Fr. 
Mark and Fr. Tran with 
the pastoral activities here 
at the church. 

Kelly joins us from 
Hunters Bend Elementary 
School in Franklin, 
where she taught fourth 

and fifth grade for five and a half years. She served as 
an elementary school teacher for 21 years, teaching at 
schools in Tennessee and Connecticut. Originally from 
York, Maine, Kelly stayed in the northeast to receive her 
own education, earning her master’s degree in elementary 
education from the University of New Hampshire and her 
bachelor’s degree from Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania. It was at Saint Vincent College that Kelly 
met Dan, her husband and a familiar face here at Saint 
Matthew. Dan serves as a Master of Ceremonies at 
many of our liturgies and is currently studying to join the 
diaconate. Their daughter, Madelyne, is a current student 
at Father Ryan High School and serves as a cantor and an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion at our parish. 

Kelly is excited to have the opportunity to work 
more closely with her family while serving our parish 
community, and we are excited to welcome her to this new 
role! If you have any questions, you may contact her at 
kott@stmatthewtn.org.

RESPECT FOR LIFE ROSARY
Won’t you come pray with us? The body of Christ 
is being called to peacefully and prayerfully stand 
against abortion. Step out of your comfort zone, help 
these women in crisis, and save lives. We gather 
to pray the rosary every Tuesday at noon outside 
of Planned Parenthood in downtown Nashville. 
Register online at bit.ly/smcrosary.

WELCOME KELLY OTT!

SMS SERVICE DAY
Saint Matthew School will be collecting canned 
goods and NEW or GENTLY USED jackets and 
coats for their Service Day on February 1. Donations 
can be dropped off in the church kitchen on the 
weekends and at the school office on weekdays.The 
donations will benefit Catholic Charities. We are also 
looking to create care packages for our alumni who 
are currently in college. If you are the parent of a 
college-aged SMS alum who would like to receive 
a care package, please fill out the form at bit.ly/
smscollegeoutreach to update your student’s contact 
information.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ST. CECILIA ACADEMY ROSE GALA & AUCTION

WHAT’S ON NASHVILLE CATHOLIC RADIO

YCP EXECUTIVE PANEL DISCUSSION

FATHER RYAN LEGACY GALA

The Rose Gala, SCA’s largest fundraising event 
of the year, will be held on March 5. The evening 
brings together the extended SCA community: 
current parents, alumnae parents, alumnae, and 
friends! This year, we will honor SCA friend and 
alumna Katherine Higgins DeLay ‘80. Join us 
for dinner, dancing and a live auction! The online 
auction will run from February 23-March 3. This 
will be a great night to support the young women 
of St. Cecilia Academy. Contact Becka Rosenblatt 
at (615) 383-3230 or rosenblattr@stcecilia.edu for 
more information. stcecilia.edu/therosegala

Want to “attend” daily Mass but are unable?  
Nashville Catholic Radio is your “go-to.” Listen 
wherever you are, at 12 noon everyday on Nashville 
Catholic Radio. Listen on 100.5FM, stream at 
NashvilleCR.com, or on free Nashville Catholic 
Radio app.

Young Catholic Professionals Nashville will be 
hosting an executive panel discussion on Thursday, 
January 20 from 7-9 p.m. at the Fleming Center at 
the Cathedral of the Incarnation. The discussion 
will be on “The Virtue of Hope in the Workplace.” 
YCP Nashville is a networking group for Catholic 
professionals in their 20s and 30s. All are invited to 
attend. Dress code is business professional.

Father Ryan’s 2022 Legacy Gala will honor Father 
Charles Strobel, a 1961 graduate of the school and 
the founding director of Room In The Inn. All are 
invited to join us on February 5 at Music City Center 
for dinner, dancing, and a silent and live auction. 
Visit fatherryan.org/gala to purchase tickets for this 
celebratory evening.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR 2022 MANE EVENT!
Please join us on February 12 at 6 p.m. at Tee Line Nashville as we cheer on our favorite Winter Olympic 
team and raise money for our SMS Fine Arts program. Celebrate with us as we enjoy dinner, drinks, 
bidding on live and silent auction items, and even try your hand at curling, the fastest growing winter sport! 
There are many ways to support Mane Event, including buying tickets or sponsorships, donating auction 
items, attending the event, and/or purchasing auction items! Text MANEEVENT22 to 76278 to purchase 
your ticket and/or sponsorship today! We hope to see you there! Contact your Mane Event 2022 Co-Chairs 
Erin Pryles at epryles@gmail.com or Lauren Griffith at haydenky@yahoo.com with any questions.
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WE’RE OVER THE $1.6 MILLION MARK!

Next weekend marks the final weekend of our parish’s participation in A Legacy of Faith, Hope and Love 
Campaign. During all Masses next weekend, we will invite those who have not yet had an opportunity to 
participate in the campaign, to join our success. 

Further, we want to say thank you to everyone who has already made a commitment to this important 
effort. Together, we are helping secure the future of the Diocese of Nashville. 

We ask anyone who has yet to make a campaign commitment to consider, pray and contribute during next 
week’s commitment weekend. Every gift makes a difference!

If you have any questions about the campaign, please contact Martin Strobel, Director of Communications 
and Stewardship, at (615) 550-5101 or mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org.

And, as always, please continue to pray for the success of the campaign.

Thanks to your generous support, we have surpassed $1,600,000 in the 
Legacy campaign!

Saint Matthew’s goal for the campaign is $1,846,698. We are currently at 
88% of that goal with a total of $1,634,655.

The best way to see our thermometer continue to rise is by submitting your 
pledge decisions! If you have not already made your gift, please complete 
your pledge card and submit it to the Church Office. 

If you have any questions about the campaign, please contact the church 
office. Thank you for your continued support of Saint Matthew Catholic 
Church and the Diocese of Nashville!

Update
CAMPAIGN
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Want to learn about the faith? Visit
http://bit.ly/SMCFaithFormationInterestForm

TONY JESSE
Director of Religious Education

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

A recent report from Barna research 
reveals that college-aged kids have been 
leaving the church in droves for years. 
There exists a coordinated effort in 
academia to view all human experiences 
only through the physical vantage point 
while anything outside a material lens 
is dubbed as superstitious. Bill Nye, the 
famous scientist stated, “The earth is 
just a giant magnet that absorbs energy 
from the sun and converts that energy 
into temporary biological life forms.”

I want to focus on the word “just.” A 
typical phrase of the college professor 
goes something like this, “The earth is 
just X.” “Life forms are just X.” What 
is the work that the word “just” is doing 
here? By injecting the word “just,” the 
person is assuming the thing he wants to 
prove. No one denies that the earth is a 
giant magnet or that life forms express 
themselves in energy, but the question 
remains - is that all they are?

Human experience is drenched in 
descriptions of reality that are non-
scientific. For example, if I were to put 
a pot of water on the stove, turn on the 
heat and witness boiling water, a scientist 
can come along and say, “That’s just the 
molecules of water being agitated by 
the heat.” Yes, it is that but not “just” 
that. The deeper description of reality is 
the statement, “Tony is making a cup of 
tea.” Notice the description of “Tony is 
making a cup of tea” invokes purpose. 
This explanation adds abundantly 
more to the account than the scientific 
narrative can do justice to. And knowing 
the meaning of what is going on, the 
story now becomes more intriguing.

Let us give our young people the 
intellectual rigor and spiritual senses to 
combat this mass exodus of the faith and 
become the future leaders of our Church.

BRING BACK THE YOUTH
TONY’S REFLECTION

CONFIRMATION RETREAT HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED

We apologize for having to reschedule the retreat, but such is 
the case with weather and driving conditions. Our new date 
is January 29. Same time (roughly 9 a.m.-1 p.m.), same place 
(Camp Marymount). If you can’t make the new date, please 
email tjesse@stmatthewtn.org. We would also encourage you to 
attend the Confirmation Retreat at the Diocese on February 26 as 
a make-up retreat. Please email Tony for more information.

Revamp your 
New Year’s 
resolutions 
towards the 
faith. This 
January we 
will start a new 
series in-
between the 
Sunday Masses 

(during Religious Education classes). Our series is called “The 
Search.” The Search shows us that our most pressing human 
questions in life are best answered by the Catholic Church. If you 
are interested in joining this series, please fill out the form at  
bit.ly/smcthesearch.

Our men’s formation group has branded itself with the title of St. 
Joseph’s Men. The group will be engaging in topics and spiritual 
exercises specific to men. More information will be coming 
soon. Visit bit.ly/smcstjosephsmen to fill out the interest form. 

Given the schedule change, we are in need of adult and high-
school aged volunteers for our Confirmation retreat. To sign up 
as a volunteer, please visit bit.ly/smcconfirmationretreatvol to fill 
out the registration form.

A NEW SERIES THIS YEAR

ST. JOSEPH’S MEN

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CONFIRMATION RETREAT
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Pope Saint John Paul II skied down the calendar! Due 
to rising COVID numbers, we have postponed our ski 
retreat to help those who may have caught COVID 
to fully recover and attend this retreat. This retreat 
will be mostly outdoors, and the indoor portion of the 
retreat will provide ample space for social distancing. 
That said, there is plenty of room, so bring a friend 
and get registered for this beautiful opportunity to 
grow in faith, fellowship and ski skills. To learn more 
and register, visit bit.ly/smclifeteenskiretreat.

For a variety of reasons including sporting conflicts 
and remaining in-state, Saint Matthew will STILL be 
participating in AliveInYou’s mission trip, though it’s 
now in Knoxville from June 28-July 3. This mission 
trip is open to all CURRENT 8th-12th grade students, 
though it will open up to current 7th grade students 
if spaces permit. Spots are limited, so snag your spot 
now! Please email Tommy with any questions. To 
register, visit bit.ly/smcaliveinyou2022.

Come one, come all to this week’s Life Teen where we will be having a movie 
night watching The Social Dilemma. Come to dive deep into discussions of our 
pop culture while munching on popcorn (and pizza). 

Parents: This documentary on how social media affects us is rated PG-13 for 
thematic elements and some depictions of violence/unrest through social media 
to convey the documentary’s message. Tommy has viewed this documentary and 
believes it is both appropriate and very important for all teens, but every parent is 
encouraged to make their own judgment. To learn more about this documentary 
and view the trailer, visit thesocialdilemma.com/the-film.

HIGH SCHOOL SKI RETREAT POSTPONED

THIS WEEK’S LIFE TEEN: MOVIE NIGHT!

ALIVEINYOU DATE + LOCATION CHANGE
NEW DATES: February 25-27 | Perfect North Slopes

Sunday, January 16 | 5-7 p.m. | Parish Conference Center

NEW DATES: June 28-July 3 | Knoxville, TN
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OFFICE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CHURCH: 615-646-0378 SCHOOL: 615-662-4044 PRE-K: 615-646-1361

 S A I N T  M A T T H E W  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Father Mark Sappenfield
Pastor

frmark@stmatthewtn.org

Deacon Bill Forte
Deacon

bforte@stmatthewtn.org

Father Tien Tran
Associate Pastor

frtran@stmatthewtn.org

Tony Jesse
Dir. of Religious Ed.

tjesse@stmatthewtn.org

Joel Bolen
Dir. of Music Ministries
jbolen@stmatthewtn.org

Tommy Killackey
Dir. of Youth Ministry

tkillackey@stmatthewtn.org

Kelly Ott
Pastoral Associate

kott@stmatthewtn.org

Leslie Holt
Dir. of Operations

lholt@stmatthewtn.org

Martin Strobel
Dir. Comm./Stewardship

mstrobel@stmatthewtn.org

Dawn Spiegl
Dir. of Technology

dspiegl@stmatthewtn.org

Cynthia Myers
Facility Coordinator

cmyers@stmatthewtn.org

Margaret Cook
Reception

mcook@stmatthewtn.org

Cindy Leonard
Dir. of Finance

cleonard@stmatthewtn.org

BUSINESS STAFF

Tim Forbes
SMS Principal

tforbes@stmatthewtn.org

Lori Bellante
SMS Advancement Director
lbellante@stmatthewtn.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Deacon Lachlan Cameron
Deacon

lcameron@stmatthewtn.org


